2" International Tiger Forum

Differing attitudes and beliefs regarding the
relationship of humankind to other creatures has been a
topic of interest for civilizations. India, the land of eastern
religions of Hinduism, Jainism and Buddhism, strongly
lays emphasis on non injury to animals. The doctrine of
non-violence or non-killing is taken from these eastern
philosophies. In Sanatan Dharma, animals are carriers of
gods and goddesses and hence considered integral part of
human lifestyle. Tiger, is the carrier of Goddess Durga, the
source of unlimited power and abundance.

The Government of India took a pioneering initiative
for conserving its national animal, the tiger, by launching
the “Project Tiger” in 1973. “Project Tiger”, now ongoing
as a Centrally Sponsored Scheme (CSS) of Ministry of
Environment, Forest & Climate Change, Government of
India, was launched in 09 tiger reserves of different States
(Assam, Bihar, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Odisha, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal) over an
area of approximately 14,000 km? Since then, the project
coverage has expanded considerably to 52 tiger reserves
(TR), encompassing an area of around 74,725.07 km? in
18 tiger States with 41,022.9 km? of notified core/ critical
tiger habitats and 33,602.12 km? of buffer / peripheral
areas in 18 tiger states.

Due to ongoing conservation efforts under the Project
Tiger in designated tiger reserves, India supports almost
70% of wild tigers amongst the 13 tiger range countries
in the world. Project Tiger has put the endangered tiger
on an assured path of recovery, as revealed in the country
level assessment of tiger, co- predators, prey and habitat.

In November, 2010, the Russian Federation had
organized an International Forum on issues related to
preservation of tiger in St Petersburg. The forum had
adopted a declaration of the Heads of Governments on
Tiger Conservation and the Global Tiger Recovery Program.
One of the important decisions taken in the Forum was

doubling of tiger population in the natural habitat of tiger
by 2022.

It is heartening to note that India has achieved the
goal of doubling the tigers well ahead of the schedule and
India is one of the leading Tiger Range Countries in the
world in tiger conservation.

As per the agreement reached in 2010 in St Petersburg,
2% International Tiger Forum is being held. This 2
International Forum has the main objectives of reviewing
the results of Global Program and determine new priorities
for further joint work of interested parties. The 2
International Tiger Forum is an important international
event in creating awareness in stakeholders and India’s
achievement of doubling of tiger numbers.

To commemorate the 2™ International Forum, the
Russian Federation is issuing a postage stamp dedicated
to this event. India being the global leader in tiger
conservation is reciprocating the gesture by releasing a
Commemorative Postage Stamp to celebrate this important
global event.

The Commemorative Postage Stamp also pays tribute
to ‘Collarwali’ the famous tigress of Pench Tiger Reserve,
Madhya Pradesh, which passed away in January, 2022.
This Super MOM, tigress had given birth to 29 tiger cubs
in her life time and an astonishing 25 cubs had survived
into adulthood.

Department of Posts is pleased to issue a
Commemorative Postage Stamp on 2™ International Tiger
Forum and hails the contribution of India and global
community to save Tiger and its ecosystem.
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