
75 Years of 1 Central Base Post Office
The saga of 1 CBPO (56 APO) began in 1947 when troops 

were sent to maintain law & order at the east Punjab border 
and to help in refugee management, the need for an exclusive 
postal arrangement was felt by the Army. 56 APO came back from 
Iwakuni, Japan, in 1947 after WWII, it formed the nucleus of what 
later came to be known as 1 Central Base Post Office  (CBPO) and 
started to function at New Delhi. 

1 CBPO acts as the head post office and hub of postal and 
SDS mail for 259 FPOs/SDOs spread out in Northern, Western, 
South-Western, Central and Southern Commands.  The unit also 
ensures base censorship.  It also serves paramilitary forces acting 
under the operational control of Army deployed in the Northern 
and Western borders.  It provides service to all the Air Commands 
except Eastern Air Command and all Naval Commands.  It serves 
the Indian contingents in UN Peace Keeping Forces through five 
Foreign FPOs.

On 24th Oct 1947, the APO started functioning as the base 
sorting office, with the designation of New Delhi 56 APO. All FPOs 
operating in Punjab and J & K were based on it for receipt and 
despatch of mails as well as maintenance of postal accounts. In 
early 1948, the prefix “New Delhi” was dropped and it became 56 
Base Post Office. The coded address “C/O 56 APO” also came to be 
used as the security form of address for the troops deployed in 
sensitive areas and it worked as the nodal point for receipt and 
dispatch of mails. 

In May 1960, the 56 Base Post Office, was renamed as 1 
Central Base Post Office when another Central Base Post Office 
was opened at Calcutta to provide base postal cover to the FPOs 
of Eastern Command. 1 CBPO shifted to its own Key Location Plan 
accommodation at Rao Tula Ram Marg in Feb 1977 in an area of 
forty-eight acres. Army HQ SDS Unit was merged with 1CBPO on 
01 Feb 1987. 1 Postal Tracing Section merged into 1 CBPO in Sep 
1973. From 01 Jan 1989, this section has been renamed as Returned 
Letter Office (RLO). The Philatelic Bureau started functioning as 
part of the CBPO from 18 July 1970. 

The 1 CBPO took the responsibility of supplying Newspapers 
and periodicals to the troops serving in J & K through FPOs wef 
01 Nov 1966 on a no profit no loss basis. From 01 Apr 1967, this 
facility was also extended to the troops of Eastern Command.

To maintain the confidentiality of locations of Units, security 
form of address is used.  Units and stations are identified with 
unique pincodes.  In the pincode system of India Post, PIN block 
“9” is allocated for APS.  The keystone of this system of operation 
is 56 APO/ 1 CBPO.

During the outbreak of COVID-19 pandemic when 
restrictions were imposed throughout the country, regular 
flow of mail communication was maintained by 1 CBPO by 
implementing mail contingency plan after adhering to all 
precautionary measures. All endeavours have been made by 
1 CBPO being hub of mail operation in Army by exploring 
all options while adhering to guidelines issued by formation 
Headquarters (Army) in connection with the pandemic. 

Consequent upon stoppage of air and rail services, the 
only mode left for transmission of mail was road network (only 
a few Cargo flights and Parcel trains were operating).  Mail 
Contingency Plan activated by 1 CBPO for detailment of Army 
vehicles and couriers as an essential duty for exchange of mail 
bags with nodal Field Post Offices. The services of Blue Dart Cargo 
flights / Air India / Private Airlines flights, Mail Motor Service 
(MMS) and Road Transport Network (RTN) have been utilised 
under the aegis of Department of Posts as mode of conveyance 
for exchange of Army mail bags. In addition, Helicopter Services 
wherever available under the aegis of formation Headquarters 
and Indian Air Force aircraft (IL) have also been utilised for the 
purpose based upon flight availability in northern sector.

During the journey of 75 glorious years of 1 CBPO, it has 
created many histories and Rajhans is flying with pride and will 
reach newer heights in the years to come. Hence, it is befitting to 
commemorate this rich history and devotional work by way of 
issuing a Commemorative Postage Stamp.

Department of Posts is honouring APS Corps by issuing 
Commemorative Postage Stamp on 75 years of 1 Central Base 
Post Office & salutes its immense contribution to Armed Forces 
seamless mail communication.
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1 dsU‍æh; csl Mkd?kj ds 75 o"kZ
1 lhchihvks ¼56 ,ihvks½ dh xkFkk 1947 esa vkjaHk gqbZ tc iwohZ iatkc 

dh lhek ij dkuwu ,oa O;oLFkk cuk, j[kus vkSj 'kj.kkFkhZ çca/ku esa lgk;rk 
djus ds fy, lSfudksa dks Hkstk x;k] ml le; lsuk us fo'ks"k Mkd O;oLFkk 
dh vko';drk dks eglwl fd;k x;kA f}rh; fo'o ;q) ds ckn o"kZ 1947 
esa bokdquh] tkiku ls 56 ,ihvks okfil vk,] ftlus ,d dsUæ dk fuekZ.k 
fd;k] tks ckn esa 1 dsUæh; csl Mkd?kj ¼lhchihvks½ ds uke ls tkuk x;k 
vkSj ubZ fnYyh esa blus dk;Z djuk vkjaHk dj fn;kA 

1 lhchihvks mR‍rjh] if'peh] nf{k.k&if'peh] dsU‍æh; vkSj nf{k.kh 
deku esa QSys 259 ,Qihvks@,lMhvks ds fy, ç/kku Mkd?kj vkSj Mkd o 
,Mh,l esy ds gc ds :i esa dk;Z dj jgk gSA ;g ;wfuV csl lsU‍ljf'ki 
dks Hkh lqfuf'pr djrh gSA mR‍rjh ,oa if'peh lhekvksa ij rSukr lsuk ds 
çpkyu laca/kh fu;a=.k ds rgr dk;Zjr v/kZ lSfud cyksa dks Hkh ;g lsok 
çnku djrk gSaA ;g iwohZ ok;q deku dks NksM+dj vU; lHkh ok;q dekuksa vkSj 
leLr ukSlsuk deku dks Hkh lsok çnku djrk gSA ;g la;qä jk"Vª 'kkafr 
lqj{kk cyksa esa dk;Zjr Hkkjrh; nyksa dks ikap fons'kh Mkd?kjksa ds ek/;e ls 
lsok çnku djrk gSA 

24 vD‍Vwcj] 1947 dks bl ,ihvks us ubZ fnY‍yh 56 ,ihvks ds uke 
ls csl NaVkbZ dk;kZy; ds :i esa dk;Z djuk çkjaHk fd;k FkkA iatkc vkSj 
tE‍ew ,oa d'‍ehj esa lapkfyr lHkh fons'kh Mkd?kj Mkd [kkrksa ds j[kj[kko 
ds lkFk&lkFk mudh Mkd dh çkfIr ,oa izs"k.k bUgh ij vk/kkfjr FkkA 1948 
ds 'kq:vkrh nkSj esa vkjaHk esa tksM+s tkus okys 'kCn ^*ubZ fnY‍yh** dks 56 csl 
Mkd?kj ls gVk fn;k x;kA dksM irk ^*lh@vks 56 ,ihvks** Hkh laosnu'khy 
{ks=ksa esa rSukr cyksa ds fy, lqjf{kr irs ds :i esa mi;ksx fd;k tkus yxk 
vkSj bls esy dh çkfIr vkSj izs"k.k ds fy, uksMy dsU‍æ ds :i esa ç;ksx 
fd;k x;kA 

ebZ] 1960 esa iwohZ deku ds fons'kh Mkd?kjksa dks csl Mkd lsok,a eqgS;k 
djkus ds fy, dydR‍rk esa ,d vU‍; dsU‍æh; csl Mkd?kj [kksyk x;k] ml 
le; 56 csl Mkd?kj dk uke cnydj 1 dsU‍æh; csl Mkd?kj dj fn;k 
x;kA Qjojh] 1977 esa 1 lhchihvks dks mlds egRoiw.kZ LFkku jko rqyk jke 
ekxZ ij LFkkukarfjr dj fn;k x;k] ftldk {ks=Qy 48 ,dM+ FkkA1 Qjojh] 
1987 dks vkehZ eq[‍;ky; ,lMh,l bdkbZ dk 1 lhchihvks esa foy; gks 
x;kA flracj] 1973 esa 1 iksLVy VªSflxa lsD'ku dk 1 lhchihvks esa foy; 
dj fn;k x;kA 01 tuojh] 1989 ls bl Mkd?kj dk uke cnydj fjVZu 
ysVj v‚fQl ¼vkj,yvks½ dj fn;k x;kA 18 tqykbZ] 1970 ls fQySVyh 
C;wjksa us lhchihvks ds ,d Hkkx ds :i esa dk;Z djuk çkjaHk dj fn;kA

1 uoacj] 1966 ls 1 lhchihvks us ,Qihvks ds ek/;e ls lekpkj 
i=ksa ,oa i=&if=dkvksa dks tE‍ew ,oa d'‍ehj esa rSukr cyksa rd igqapkus dh 
ftE‍esnkjh yhA ;g dk;Z ykHk gkfu jfgr FkkA 1 vçSy] 1967 ls ;g 
lqfo/kk iwohZ deku ds fy, Hkh miyC/k djok nh xbZA

 ;wfuVksa ds L‍Fkku dh xksiuh;rk cuk, j[kus ds fy, irs ds lqjf{kr 
:i dk gh mi;ksx fd;k tkrk gSA ;wfuV vkSj L‍Vs'kuksa dh igpku fof'k"V 
fiudksM }kjk dh tkrh gSA Hkkjrh; Mkd dh fiudksM ç.kkyh esa] fiu 
C‍y‚d ^*9** ,ih,l dks fn;k x;k gSA 56 ,ihvks@1 lhchihvks bl dk;Zç.kkyh 
dk dsUæ fcUnq gSA

 dksfoM&19 egkekjh ds nkSjku tc ns'kHkj esa çfrca/k yxk fn, x,] 
ml le; 1 lhchihvks us lHkh ,gfr;krh mik;ksa dks viukrs gq, Mkd 
vkikr ;kstuk fØ;kfUor dh vkSj Mkd dk fu;fer vknku&çnku tkjh 
j[kkA Q‚esZ'ku eq[;ky; ¼lsuk½ }kjk ftl le; dksfoM egkekjh ds laca/k 
esa fn'kk&funsZ'k tkjh fd, x, Fks 1 lhchihvks] lsuk esa esy çpkyu dk 
gc gksus ds ifj.kkeLo:i] us lHkh fodYiksa dk irk yxkrs gq, gj laHko 
ç;kl fd,A

gokbZ ,oa jsy lsokvksa ds can gks tkus ds ifj.kkeLo:i Mkd dks 
ykus&ys tkus ds fy, dsoy ,d lM+d usVodZ ek/;e ¼dsoy dqN dkxksZ 
mM+kus vkSj iklZy Vªsus py jgh Fkh½ gh cpk FkkA uksMy QhYM Mkd?kjksa ds 
lkFk Mkd FkSyksa ds vknku&çnku ds fy, lsuk ds okguksa ,oa dqfj;j dks 
vfuok;Z M~;wVh ds rgr ykus gsrq 1 lhchihvks }kjk Mkd vkikr ;kstuk dks 
lfØ; dj nh xbZ FkhA Mkd foHkkx ds laj{k.k esa Cyw MkVZ dkxksZ mM+kus@ 
,;j bafM;k@futh ,;jykbal mM+kus] esy eksVj lfoZl ¼,e,e,l½ dh 
lsok,a vkSj lM+d ifjogu usVodZ ¼vkjVh,u½ dks lsuk ds Mkd FkSyksa dks 
ykus&ys tkus ds fy, ifjogu ds lk/ku ds :i esa mi;ksx fd;k x;kA 
blds vfrfjä] Q‚esZ'ku eq[;ky; vkSj Hkkjrh; ok;q lsuk ok;q;ku ¼vkbZ,y½ 
ds laj{k.k esa bl mís'; ds fy, gsyhd‚IVj lsokvksa] tgka Hkh miyC/k jgh] 
dk mi;ksx fd;k x;kA ;s gsyhd‚IVj lsok,a mÙkjh lsDVj esa mM+kuksa dh 
miyC/krk ij fuHkZj djrh FkhA 

1 lhchihvks ds 75 xkSjo'kkyh o"kksaZ dh ;k=k ds nkSjku] 1 lhchihvks 
us dbZ bfrgkl jps gSa vkSj jktgal xoZ ds lkFk mM+ jgk gS rFkk vkus okys 
o"kksaZ esa ;g ubZ Åapkb;ksa rd igqapsxkA bl çdkj ls 1 lhchihvks ds laca/k 
esa Lekjd Mkd fVdV tkjh djrs gq, blds le`) bfrgkl vkSj fu"Bkiw.kZ 
dk;Z dks ;kn djuk ;Fkksfpr gksxkA

Mkd foHkkx] 1 dsUnzh; csl Mkd?kj ds 75 o"kZ iw.kZ gksus ij Lekjd 
Mkd fVdV tkjh djrs gq, ,ih,l dksj dks lEekfur dj jgk gSA lkFk gh 
l'kL= cyksa ds fy, fujarj Mkd laçs"k.k esa 1 dsUnzh; csl Mkd?kj ds 75 
o"kZ ds egRoiw.kZ ;ksxnku ds fy, budk vfHkoknu djrk gSA
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