
300th Birth Anniversary of 
Ahilya Bai Holkar

Born in 1725 in Chondi, Maharashtra, Ahilya Bai Holkar is one of 
the most revered figures in Indian history, known for her leadership 
and contributions to the cultural and economic development of her 
kingdom. As queen of Malwa from 1767 to 1795, her reign marked a 
golden era of prosperity, justice, and artistic growth.

Ahilya Bai was born into a humble family of the Deshmukh 
clan. Her father, Mankoji Shinde, served as a village headman, 
enabling her to receive a good education and develop an early 
interest in governance. At the age of 19, she married Khanderao 
Holkar, son of Malhar Rao Holkar, founder of the Holkar dynasty.

Widowed in 1754 with a young daughter after her husband’s 
death in battle, Ahilya Bai showed remarkable strength. Her 
composure impressed her father-in-law, Malhar Rao Holkar, who 
recognised her leadership potential and began mentoring her in 
administration and public affairs.

Following Malhar Rao’s death in 1766, Ahilya Bai became the 
de facto ruler of Malwa. Formally ascending the throne in 1767, 
she faced political instability and threats from rival states and the 
British East India Company. Though her rise was unprecedented 
for a woman in a male-dominated society, she quickly proved her 
capabilities.

Ahilya Bai ensured fair governance and prioritised the welfare 
of her subjects. Her just rule earned her widespread admiration 
and solidified her place as a beloved monarch. She handled affairs 
of state with wisdom, maintained peace, and promoted inclusive 
justice.

Under her leadership, Malwa prospered both economically 
and culturally. She invested in infrastructure, commissioning 
roads, forts, and temples that boosted trade and connectivity. Her 
architectural contributions include the Maheshwar Fort and 
temples built along the banks of the Narmada River, many of which 
still stand today.

Ahilya Bai was a great patron of the arts. She encouraged music, 
dance, and literature, fostering cultural growth. Her court became a 
hub for scholars and artists, sparking a cultural renaissance. Known 
for her love of poetry, she often took part in literary gatherings and 
supported creative expression.

Her commitment to social welfare was evident in the 
institutions she established, including hospitals and schools 
that promoted healthcare and education. She believed in the 

transformative power of education, especially for women, and her 
efforts laid a foundation for future progress in this area.

A deeply spiritual leader who followed Hindu principles, 
Ahilya Bai also practised religious tolerance. She welcomed scholars 
and religious leaders from various faiths to her court, promoting 
dialogue and unity among her diverse subjects. Her policies 
strengthened social harmony and reflected her inclusive vision.

Among her most notable contributions was the construction 
of temples and ghats along the Narmada River. She believed that 
spiritual access should be open to all, regardless of caste or creed. Her 
initiatives to provide clean drinking water and support agriculture 
further demonstrated her care for everyday needs.

Despite challenges, including the growing influence of the 
British East India Company, Ahilya Bai navigated political tensions 
with diplomacy and strategic alliances. Her ability to protect her 
kingdom while preserving its independence was a testament to her 
political acumen.

Ahilya Bai Holkar passed away on 13 August 1795. Her death 
marked the end of a remarkable chapter in Indian history, but 
her legacy lived on. She is remembered as a visionary ruler who 
embodied courage, wisdom, and compassion. Her reign not only 
transformed Malwa but also challenged the limitations placed on 
women in leadership.

In modern India, Ahilya Bai is celebrated as a symbol of 
empowerment. Her story continues to inspire generations of women 
striving for recognition and equality. 

Ahilya Bai Holkar’s reign stands as a powerful example of 
visionary leadership, cultural renaissance, and social commitment. 
She broke barriers and redefined the role of women in Indian public 
life. Her contributions remain deeply etched in the nation’s memory, 
and her name continues to evoke respect and admiration.

The Department of Posts is proud to release a Commemorative 
Postage Stamp on the 300th Birth Anniversary of Ahilya Bai Holkar.
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vfgY;kckbZ gksydj dh 300oha t;arh
o"kZ 1725 esa egkjk"Vª ds pkSaMh esa tUeh ^vfgY;kckbZ gksydj* Hkkjrh; bfrgkl 

dh lcls çfrf"Br gfLr;ksa esa ls ,d gSaA foy{k.k usr`Ro {kerk dh /kuh vfgY;kckbZ 
dks muds jkT; ds lkaL—frd o vkfFkZd fodkl esa muds ;ksxnku ds fy, tkuk 
tkrk gSA ekyok dh egkjkuh ds :i esa lu~ 1767 ls 1795 rd jgk mudk 
'kkludky le`f)] U;k; vkSj dyk ds fodkl dk Lo.kZ ;qx ekuk tkrk gSA

vfgY;kckbZ dk tUe ns'keq[k lekt ds ,d lk/kkj.k ifjokj esa gqvk FkkA 
muds firk] eudksth f'kans] xkao ds eqf[k;k FksA vfgY;kckbZ us vius firk dh 
N=Nk;k esa mÙke f'k{kk çkIr dh vkSj mUgha ds lkfu/; esa 'kklu&ç'kklu ds dk;Z 
esa çkjafHkd #fp fodflr dhA 19 o"kZ dh vk;q esa mudk fookg gksydj jktoa'k ds 
laLFkkid eYgkj jko gksydj ds iq= [kaMsjko gksydj ls gqvkA

o"kZ 1754 esa ,d ;q) ds nkSjku ifr dh e`R;q  ds i'pkr vfgY;kckbZ us 
vlk/kkj.k 'kfä vkSj la;e dk ifjp; nsrs gq, viuh ,dek= csVh vkSj [kqn dks 
c[kwch laHkkykA vfgY;kckbZ ds llqj eYgkj jko gksydj muds bl vlhe /kS;Z ls vR;f/kd 
çHkkfor gq,A mUgksaus vfgY;kckbZ dh usr`Ro {kerk dks igpkurs gq,] ç'kklu rFkk 
tu lk/kkj.k ls tqM+s ekeyksa esa mudk ekxZn'kZu djuk vkjaHk dj fn;kA

o"kZ 1766 esa eYgkj jko ds nsgkolku ds ckn] ekyok ds 'kklu&ç'kklu dk 
leLr Hkkj vfgY;kckbZ ds da/kksa ij vk x;kA 1767 esa vkSipkfjd :i ls jkT;kfHk"ksd 
ds i'pkr] mUgsa jktuhfrd vfLFkjrk vkSj çfr}a}h jkT;ksa rFkk fczfV'k bZLV bafM;k 
daiuh ls [krjksa dk lkeuk djuk iM+kA ;|fi] rRdkyhu iq#"k&ç/kku lekt esa 
efgyk gksrs gq, mudk lÙkk laHkkyuk ,d vHkwriwoZ ?kVuk FkhA rFkkfi] mUgksaus 'kh?kz 
gh viuh {kerk dk yksgk euok fn;kA

vfgY;kckbZ us fu"i{k 'kklu O;oLFkk lqfuf'pr dh vkSj viuh çtk ds 
dY;k.k dks çkFkfedrk nhA muds U;k;iw.kZ 'kklu dks O;kid :i ls ljkgk x;k 
vkSj blls mUgksaus yksdfç; 'kkld ds :i esa viuh fLFkfr lq–) dhA vfgY;kckbZ 
us 'kklu laca/kh ekeyksa dk cM+h le>&cw> ls lek/kku fd;k] jkT; esa O;kid 'kkafr 
LFkkfir dh vkSj lekos'kh U;k; dks c<+kok fn;kA

muds 'kkludky esa ekyok us u dsoy vkfFkZd çxfr gkfly dh cfYd og 
lkaL—frd :i ls Hkh le`) gqvkA mUgksaus ewyHkwr lqfo/kkvksa esa fuos'k fd;k vkSj 
lM+dksa] fdyksa rFkk eafnjksa dk fuekZ.k djok;kA blls jkT; esa vkoktkgh vklku gqbZ 
o O;kikj dks c<+kok feykA mUgksaus okLrqdyk dks Hkh [kwc c<+kok fn;kA vfgY;kckbZ 
us çfl) egs'oj fdys vkSj ueZnk unh ds fdukjs reke eafnjksa dk fuekZ.k djok;kA 
ftuesa ls dbZ eafnj vkt Hkh 'kku ls [kM+s gSaA

vfgY;kckbZ dyk dh foy{k.k ikj[kh vkSj laj{kd FkhaA mUgksaus vius 'kkludky 
ds nkSjku laxhr] ùR; vkSj lkfgR; dks [kwc çksRlkgu fn;k] ftlls jkT; ds lkaL—frd 
fodkl dks c<+kok feykA vusd fo}ku vkSj dykoar lnSo muds njckj esa fo|eku 
jgrs FksA bl çdkj] mudk 'kkludky lkaL—frd iqutkZxj.k dk Hkh lk{kh cukA 
dfork ds çfr vius çse ds fy, [;kr] vfgY;kckbZ çk;% lkfgfR;d lekjksgksa esa 
'kkfey gksrh Fkha vkSj jpukRed vfHkO;fä dks çksRlkfgr djrh FkhaA

lkekftd dY;k.k ds çfr vfgY;kckbZ dh çfrc)rk LokLF; lsok vkSj f'k{kk 
dks c<+kok nsus ds fy, muds }kjk cuok, x, fofHkUu vLirkyksa vkSj fo|ky;ksa 
lfgr muds }kjk LFkkfir fd, x, reke laLFkkuksa esa Li"V :i ls ifjyf{kr gksrh 

gSA vfgY;kckbZ dk vfM+x fo'okl Fkk fd f'k{kk] fo'ks"kr% efgyk&f'k{kk ;qxkarjdkjh 
'kfä lkfcr gks ldrh gSA mudh blh lksp us efgyk f'k{kk ds {ks= esa Hkfo"; dh 
çxfr dh uhao j[khA

fgUnw /keZ dh vuU; lk/kd vkSj xgu vk/;kfRed psruk ls ifjiw.kZ vfgY;kckbZ 
/kkfeZd lfg".kqrk dh çcy i{k/kj FkhaA mUgksaus vius njckj esa fofHkUu /keksaZ ds fo}kuksa vkSj 
/kkfeZd xq#vksa dk eqä ân; ls Lokxr fd;kA blls] vyx&vyx oxksaZ ls laca/k 
j[kus okyh mudh çtk ds chp ijLij laokn vkSj ,drk dh Hkkouk dks c<+kok 
feykA mudh uhfr;ksa us lkekftd ln~Hkko dks lq–<+ djus dk dke fd;k] bu 
uhfr;ksa esa mudk lekos'kh –f"Vdks.k Hkh >ydrk gSA

ueZnk unh ds fdukjs HkO; eafnjksa vkSj ?kkVksa dk fuekZ.k djuk muds 
lcls mYys[kuh; ;ksxnkuksa esa 'kkfey gSA mudk ekuuk Fkk fd vk/;kfRerk rFkk 
vk/;kfRed LFkyksa rd igq¡p tkfr ;k iaFk dk HksnHkko fd, fcuk lc ds fy, lqyHk 
gksuh pkfg,A LoPN is;ty miyC/k djkus vkSj —f"k {ks= dks lg;ksx çnku djus 
laca/kh mudh reke igyksa esa çtk dh jkstejkZ dh vko';drkvksa ds çfr mudh 
fpark vkSj laosnu'khyrk çfrfcfEcr gksrh gSA

fczfV'k bZLV bafM;k daiuh ds c<+rs çHkko lfgr fofHkUu pqukSfr;ksa ds ckotwn] 
vfgY;kckbZ us viuh dq'ky dwVuhfr vkSj j.kuhfrd lk>snkfj;ksa ds cy ij reke 
jktuhfrd nckoksa ls c[kwch fuiVus dk dke fd;kA mUgksaus foy{k.k jktuhfrd 
lw>cw> dk ifjp; nsrs gq, vius jkT; dh Lora=rk dks v{kq.k cuk, j[kk vkSj 
mldh gj çdkj ls j{kk dhA

vfgY;kckbZ gksydj dk fu/ku 13 vxLr 1795 dks gqvkA muds fu/ku ds 
lkFk gh Hkkjrh; bfrgkl dk ,d mYys[kuh; v/;k; lekIr gks x;kA rFkkfi] 
mudh fojklr vkt Hkh thfor gSA vfgY;kckbZ  dks ,d ,sls nwjn'khZ 'kkld ds :i 
esa Lej.k fd;k tkrk gS] tks lkgl] cqf)erk vkSj d#.kk dh çfrewfrZ FkhaA mudk 
'kkludky u dsoy ekyok ds fy, ;qxkarjdkjh fl) gqvk] cfYd efgykvksa ij 
lekt }kjk Fkksis x, reke fucaZ/kuksa dks Hkh muds usr`Ro ls pqukSrh feyhA

vk/kqfud Hkkjr esa] vfgY;kckbZ dks l'kfädj.k dk çrhd ekuk tkrk gSA 
mudh dgkuh] lekt esa viuh igpku vkSj lekurk ds fy, tw> jgh efgykvksa dh 
reke ihf<+;ksa dks çsfjr djrh vk jgh gSA

vfgY;kckbZ gksydj dk 'kkludky nwjn'khZ usr`Ro] lkaL—frd iqutkZxj.k vkSj 
lkekftd çfrc)rk dk ,d l'kä mnkgj.k gSA vfgY;kckbZ us vusd ck/kkvksa dks 
ikj djrs gq, Hkkjrh; lekt esa efgykvksa dh Hkwfedk dks iquiZfjHkkf"kr djus dk 
dk;Z fd;kA fofHkUu {ks=ksa esa muds reke ;ksxnku —rK jk"Vª dh Le`fr esa xgjkbZ 
ls vafdr gSa] vkSj lewpk ns'k vfgY;kckbZ ds uke dks lEeku vkSj vkLFkk ds lkFk 
Lej.k djrk gSA

Mkd foHkkx vfgY;kckbZ gksydj dh 300oha t;arh ij Lekjd Mkd fVdV 
tkjh djrs gq, xkSjo dk vuqHko djrk gSA
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