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CHARKHA

A spinming wheel or Charkha ks a device for spinning thread or yarm
om natural or synthetic fibers. Tha spinning whaal raplaced the earlier
wethod of hand spinning with a spindle, From the earliest imes, the
pinning wheel was a commaon sight in Indian households. This is bome
ut by the excavations caried oul at ancient sites of Harappa and
fohenjo-Daro. Eardier references aboul the processes of spinning and
maving are found in tha Rig Vedas.

The allusion to the existence of the spinning wheel in the
rthashasira of Kautilya (4™ century B.C.) Is another proaf of its antiquity.

was then viewed in its outer aspect- as an instrument for making yarm
vy drawing oul, twisting and winding fibres. Kautilya mentions an
nportant state official as Sutradhyaksh or Head of the yam section,

For centuries Charkha remained an imporant source of livelihood
f artisans who, in utmost reverence, tied sacred threads to i, vowed in
& name and bumi incense before starting their work on it Traditionally,
oweaver, spinning was done by women al home and provided hem
1eans of eaming their livelihood. The entire process, from the picking of
w cotton fo carding, slivering, spinning and weaving was doné by
and, and involved great skill. Marco Polo, the Venatian, who visited
wdia in 1288 A.D. wrole ecstatically about India’s cotton fabrcs which e
ompared (o a spider’s wab. Laler, during the Mughal period also hand-
reaving and spinning remainad impontant cccupations.

During the 16" Cantury, foreign traders, namely, the Portuguese,
e Dutch, the French, and later the Brilish, started exporing Indian
andmade lextiles o Europe where these were prized for their ling
uality. Howesar, the influx of Indlan fabrics in their markets provoked
pposition among the cloth manufacturers in England, following which
e British Parliament passed an Act imposing excessive duties on cloth
rought into the country from India. Heavy penally was also imposed on
1wse whoused Indian fabricin England,

Thereafter, England started importing raw cotton from India and
ending back cheap, mil-manufactured cloth back to India, This resulted
1Indian spinners and weavers being forced into lack of work resulting in
reakening of their economic condition,

In 1854, the first textile mill started functioning al Bombay, paving
1@ way for mechanization of the texiile industry in the country,
heraafter, the skills of spinning and weaving progressively stared to
ecline. Life in the villages was affected by this trend in a g way
npacting tha Indian rural economy adversaly,

During India's struggle for freedom, the Charkbha became a
ignificant symbol of Swadeshl movemeant which sowght o bring about
n economic revolution by discarding machine-made goods produced
broad and replacing them with the Indian hand-made cloth. The
mphasis on Charkha was aimed both at removing poverty of people in
illagas, who could supplement their income by working at home, and at

impeding the flow of Indian money to the Brtish industnes.

Charkha received a new meaning and novel interpretation at the
hands of Mahatma Gandhi, It reminded him of he ever-moving wheel
of the Diving Law of love”. To Gandhiji spinning was like penance or
sacrament, a medium for spiritual uplitment, a symbol of dhama, of
seli-help and self-reliance, of dignity of labour and human values,
besides, being an emblem of nonviclence,

Mahatma Gandhi befieved thal the revival of hand-spinning and
hand-weaving would make the largest contribution to the economic
and moral regenaralion of India, Mahatma Gandhi used the 'charkha’
as a symbol of self-reliance and to send oul the message 1o the Brilish
Empire thal India can make its own cloth and did not need o rely on the
empire todo il In hiswords:

“The spinning wheel represents lo me the hope of the masseas.. Mt
was the friend and solace of the widow. N kepi the vilagers from
fffeness. For the Charkhe included all the amnlerior and posfernor
indusings = gimning, -carding, warping, sizing, dyeing and weaving
These, in their uvn, keplt the wilage carpenter and the biacksmith
bursy.”

On the ave of the All India Congress Committes meeting in 1924,
Mahatma Gandhi issued an appeal which stated - YV believe in the
spinning wheael, It has two aspects, temble and benign. In its termible
aspect, i is calcilated fo bring about the only boyeoll we need for an
independant national existence... In s benign aspecl, § gives a new
ife and hope lo the villager”,

In 1921, the Congress Working Committee underiook Khadi
promotion. It organized an independent body known as the "All India
Spinners’ Association’, popularly known as the Charkha Sangh.

Gandhiji was wvery keen on improving the Charkha
ischnologically in order to Improve its productivity. He announced a
compaliticn for design of a more efficient Charkha. This Charkha was
required to be simple In operation, cheap o manufacture, and able to
produce yarm of good quality in greater quantity. While he was lodged
in Yeravda Jall, Gandhiji himself worked on a perlable design of the
Charkhawhich could be easity camied amywhera

This sel of two slamps depicls the wo kinds of Charkhas used by
Mahatma Gandhi: The traditional Charkha and the portable version of
the Charkha which was designed by Gandhiji while he was In Yeravda
Jall,
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