
Golden Jubilee of PINCODE
India Post, a network of 1.59 lakh post offices, spread across 

the length and breadth of India, is mandated to provide doorstep 
mail delivery to every Indian. Locating 25 crore households in 
an area of 32.87 lakh sq. km makes this task both challenging 
and exciting. It requires professional mail management and a 
scientific system to ensure timely deliver of mail. 

In the absence of Pincode, considerable time was being 
consumed in collecting, sorting, transporting and delivering of 
the postal articles. Reading an address was a time consuming 
process and the sorter had to memorize a very large number of 
sorting patterns to route the mail to the proper destination. 

The PIN (Postal Index Number) was introduced in India 
on August 15, 1972. It is a 6 digit code of Post Office numbering 
used by India Post. Each digit in the 6-digit number has a 
specific meaning. The first digit from left designates which is the 
overall geographical region, and the first 2 digits designate the 
postal circle or sub-region. The third digit designates the sorting 
district. Thus the first 3 digits collectively designate the postal 
district while the last 3 digits indicate the specific post office 
within the district. Entire country is divided into 9 PIN regions 
in the country.

Each Pincode is mapped to one delivery post office which 
receives all the mail to be delivered to one or lower offices within 
its jurisdiction, all of which share the same code. The delivery 
office can either be a General Post Office (GPO), or a head office 
(HO), or a sub-office (SO) which are usually located in urban 
areas. The post from the delivery office is sorted and routed to 
other delivery offices for a different PIN or to one of the relevant 
sub-offices or branch offices for the same PIN.

PIN Code ensures speedy and accurate processing of mail. 
While many of the small places may not be known to the officials 
who sort the mail, the Pincode helps in indentifying immediately 
the correct routing for such mail and helps in ensuring a fast and 
reliable sorting and delivery. The Pincode has also simplified the 

sorting system for bulk mail users. In long distance transmission 
of mail, it cuts down the time of sorting by giving broad 
indications, firstly of the routing and thereafter of the details of 
the sorting.

Pincode simplify the delivery of mail by finishing confusion 
over incorrect addresses, similar place names, and different 
languages used by the public. Use of Pincode on mail articles and 
parcels ensure timely delivery even in the remotest parts of the 
country. 

To make citizens aware about their Pincode, the department 
has created an online Pincode finder tool. Available on India 
Post website, this tool helps the users to locate the Pincode for 
a locality and vice versa. Users can search the Pincode of their 
area either by providing locality, State, and District Details or by 
entering Post Office Name.

Department of Posts has computerised and mechanised the 
entire process of mail delivery in India. The department now 
uses more sophisticated ways of sorting out the mail through 
computers. Pincode is also essential for sorting of mail through 
automated machines. 

With the emergence of Digital Systems, the relevance and 
use of Pincode has extended to other government departments 
and private sector. MICR code being used by banks is based on 
the Pincode system. The cowin.gov.in platform developed for 
COVID vaccination has also adopted the mechanism of Pincode 
for booking of vaccination slots by the general public. Anyone 
can book the nearby vaccination centre by using the Pincode of 
the particular area. 

 Pincode is a national asset contributing to economic 
development. It provides readymade national geographical 
classification system. Businesses can plan their internal systems 
of sales and distribution according to the Pincode geographical 
classification. 

Department of Posts is pleased to issue Commemorative 
Postage Stamp on 50 Years of Pincode and appreciates its 
contribution to the economic development of the Nation 
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fiudksM dh Lo.kZ t;arh
ns'kHkj esa fLFkr 1-59 yk[k Mkd?kjksa ds usVodZ okys Hkkjrh; Mkd 

dks] çR;sd Hkkjrh; dks mlds }kj ij esy dh lqiqnZxh dk mÙkjnkf;Ro 
lkSaik x;k gSA 32-87 yk[k oxZ fdeh- ds {ks= esa 25 djksM+ ?kjksa dh igpku 
djuk bl dk;Z dks pqukSrhiw.kZ vkSj jksekapd cukrk gSA esy dh le;c) 
lqiqnZxh lqfuf'pr djus ds fy, is'ksoj esy çca/ku vkSj oSKkfud ç.kkyh 
vfuok;Z gSA 

fiudksM dh 'kq#vkr ls iwoZ] Mkd oLrqvksa ds laxzg.k] NaVkbZ] ifjogu 
vkSj lqiqnZxh esa dkQh le; yx tkrk FkkA irs dks i<+uk ,d le; ysus 
okyh çfØ;k Fkh vkSj Mkd dks mfpr xarO; LFky rd igqapkus ds fy, 
NaVkbZdrkZ dks vusd NaVkbZ iSVuZ ;kn j[kus iM+rs FksA

Hkkjr esa fiu ¼iksLVy baMsDl uacj½ dh 'kq#vkr 15 vxLr] 1972 dks 
gqbZA fiudksM] Hkkjrh; Mkd }kjk Mkd?kjksa dks fn;k x;k 6 vadh; dksM 
gSA bl 6 vadh; la[;k ds çR;sd vad dk viuk fof'k"V vFkZ gSA ck;sa ls 
igyk vad] O;kid HkkSxksfyd {ks= dks bafxr djrk gS] vkSj igys nks vad] 
Mkd ldZy ;k mi&{ks= dks crkrs gSaA rhljk vad] NaVkbZ ftys dks n'kkZrk 
gSA bl çdkj igys 3 vad feydj Mkd ftys dks bafxr djrs gSa] tcfd 
vafre 3 vad] ml ftys ds Mkd?kj&fo'ks"k dks n'kkZrs gSaA leLr ns'k dks 
9 fiu {ks=ksa esa ckaVk x;k gSA 

çR;sd fiudksM dks ,d fMfyojh Mkd?kj ls lac) fd;k x;k gS] 
tgka buds {ks=kf/kdkj ds varxZr vkus okys mä Mkd?kj vFkok v/khuLFk 
Mkd?kjksa dh leLr esy fjlho dh tkrh gSaA lkekU;r% 'kgjh {ks=ksa esa fLFkr 
tujy iksLV v‚fQl ¼thihvks½ ;k ç/kku Mkd?kj ¼,pvks½ ;k mi Mkd?kj 
¼,lvks½] fMfyojh Mkd?kj gksrk gSA fMfyojh Mkd?kj esa çkIr Mkd dh 
NaVkbZ dh tkrh gS vkSj vU; fiu ds fy, çkIr Mkd dks vU; fMfyojh 
Mkd?kj dks ;k mlh fiu ds fy, çkIr Mkd dks lacaf/kr mi Mkd?kj ;k 
'kk[kk Mkd?kj dks Hkstk tkrk gSA 	

fiudksM] esy dh Rofjr ,oa lVhd çkslsflax esa enn djrk gSA vusd 
,sls NksVs LFkku gSa] ftuds ckjs esa esy dh NaVkbZ djus okys dkfeZdksa dks 
'kk;n tkudkjh u gks ijarq fiudksM dh enn ls os ,slh Mkd dks rqjar 
lgh :V ij Hkstus esa l{ke gksrs gSa] ftlls Mkd dh Rofjr ,oa Hkjkslsean 
NaVkbZ ,oa lqiqnZxh lqfuf'pr gksrh gSA fiudksM ç.kkyh us cYd esy Hkstus 

okys xzkgdksa ds fy, Hkh NaVkbZ ç.kkyh dks ljy cuk;k gSA yach nwjh dh 
esy ds Vªkalfe'ku esa] igys :V ds ckjs esa vkSj rnksijkar NaVkbZ dk fooj.k 
nsdj NaVkbZ esa yxus okys le; dks de fd;k tkuk laHko gks ik;k gSA 

fiudksM] xyr irs] fdUgha nks LFkkuksa ds ,d gh tSls uke vkSj turk 
}kjk ç;ksx dh tk jgh fofHkUu Hkk"kkvksa ds dkj.k mRiUu gksus okys Hkze dks 
[kRe dj esy dh forj.k dks ljy cukrk gSA Mkd oLrqvksa vkSj iklZyksa ij 
fiudksM dk ç;ksx] ns'k ds nwj&njkt ds bykdksa esa Hkh le;c) fMfyojh 
lqfuf'pr djrk gSA 

ukxfjdksa dks muds fiudksM ds ckjs esa tkx:d cukus ds fy, foHkkx 
us ,d v‚uykbu fiudksM QkbaMj Vwy fodflr fd;k gSA Hkkjrh; Mkd dh 
osclkbV ij miyC/k ;g Vwy] fdlh Hkh LFkku dk fiudksM ;k fiudksM ls 
fdlh Hkh LFkku dk uke irk yxkus esa enn djrk gSA ç;ksäk] vius bykds] 
jkT; vkSj ftys dk fooj.k nsdj ;k vius Mkd?kj dk uke ntZ dj vius 
{ks= dk fiudksM irk dj ldrs gSaA 

Mkd foHkkx us Hkkjr esa esy fMfyojh dh iwjh çfØ;k dks dEI;wVjh—r 
,oa ;a=h—r dj fn;k gSA foHkkx] vc dEI;wVjksa ds ek/;e ls esy NaVkbZ 
dh vR;k/kqfud ç.kkyh dk ç;ksx dj jgk gSA Lopkfyr e'khuksa ds ek/;e 
ls Mkd NaVkbZ ds fy, Hkh fiudksM vfuok;Z gSA 

fMftVy ç.kkfy;ksa  ds pyu ds lkFk] fiudksM dh çklafxdrk c<+h 
gS vkSj vkt vU; ljdkjh foHkkxksa ,oa futh {ks=ksa esa bldk iz;ksx gksus 
yxk gSA cSadksa }kjk ç;ksx fd;k tk jgk ,evkbZlhvkj dksM Hkh fiudksM 
ç.kkyh ij gh vk/kkfjr gSA dksfoM Vhdkdj.k ds fy, fodflr cowin.
gov.in IysVQ‚eZ ij vketu }kjk Vhdkdj.k Ly‚V dh cqfdax gsrq Hkh 
fiudksM ç.kkyh dks viuk;k x;k gSA vketu }kjk fdlh Hkh {ks=&fo'ks"k 
ds fiudksM dk ç;ksx dj vkl&ikl ds Vhdkdj.k dsUæ esa Vhdkdj.k gsrq 
cqfdax dh tk ldrh gSA 

fiudksM ç.kkyh ,d ,slh jk"Vªh; ifjlaifr gS] tks ns'k dks vkfFkZd 
fodkl dh fn'kk esa cgqewY; ;ksxnku djrh gSA fiudksM] jk"Vªh; HkkSxksfyd 
oxhZdj.k ç.kkyh çnku djrk gSA O;olk;h laxBuksa }kjk fiudksM HkkSxksfyd 
oxhZdj.k ds vuqlkj] fcØh ,oa forj.k dh vkarfjd ç.kkyh rS;kj dh tk 
ldrh gSA 

Mkd foHkkx] ns'k ds vkfFkZd fodkl esa fiudksM ç.kkyh ds egRo dks 
js[kkafdr djrs gq,] ^fiudksM ds 50 o"kZ* fo"k; ij Lekjd Mkd fVdV tkjh 
djrs gq, çlUurk dk vuqHko djrk gSA 
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