
Inclusive Elections -  
Election Commission of India

The Election Commission of India is an independent constitutional 
body responsible for conducting and overseeing elections of the 
Largest Democracy of the world. Its impartial role is instrumental 
in upholding the fairness and integrity of the electoral process. The 
Commission’s meticulous planning and execution of elections ensure 
that the elections are free and fair, reinforcing public trust and 
confidence.

Article 324, which created the Election Commission, holds 
exceptional significance. The Constitution was adopted by the 
Constituent Assembly on November 26, 1949 and put into effect on 
January 26, 1950. The Election Commission’s office was established 
on January 25, 1950, a day before the Constitution became effective. 
It placed its trust in the wisdom of Indian citizens to choose their 
representatives in positions of authority. 

India’s democracy thrives on its diversity – cultural, social, 
geographical, linguistic, etc. This diversity is seamlessly integrated into 
the political and social fabric of the nation, fostering a unique blend of 
unity in diversity. One of the fundamental tenets of Indian democracy 
is universal suffrage. The Indian Constitution grants all adult citizens 
the right to vote, regardless of their caste, religion, gender, or socio-
economic status. This inclusive approach ensures that every individual 
has a say in shaping the nation’s destiny, reinforcing the notion of 
seamless integration within the diverse Indian population. 

Today, the Election Commission stands as a cornerstone of 
democracy in the world’s largest democratic nation. Having conducted 
17 General Elections and over 400 Assembly elections, the 
ECI presently manages a diverse electorate of over 96 Crore voters, 
comprising roughly 49.68 Crore male and 47.07 Crore female voters, 
reflecting a balanced gender distribution. The count also includes 
about 48,000 individuals who identify as the third gender, highlighting 
the inclusivity of the enrolment process. Additionally, there are about 
81.22 lakh voters with disabilities (PwD). The age range among voters is 
diverse, with approximately 1.84 Crore aged 80 and above and 2.55 lakh 
surpassing the age of 100. The 18-19 age group boasts approximately 
1.85 Crore of new voters, enriching India’s democratic tapestry. 
With a commitment to inclusivity, the Commission encourages the 
participation of young voters through initiatives like National Voters 
Day (NVD) and extensive awareness campaigns. 

As the 18th General Elections - 2024 are around the corner, ECI 
has launched an array of initiatives to make the election “inclusive, 
accessible and participative” in its truest spirit. Targeted campaign 
such as ‘Desh ka Form’ during Special Summary Revision-2024, 
National Voter’s Awareness Contest, Cycle Rallies and Democracy 

rooms for new and first-time voters, Turnout Implementation Plan 
for targeting each polling booth, Matdata Junction radio programme 
series, all aimed at fostering participation from every section of the 
society. This commitment is evident in spearheading efforts for 100% 
participation of Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups, along with 
targeted interventions for women, first-time voters, tribal groups, 
and Persons with Disabilities. Creating permanent Assured Minimum 
Facilities (AMF) is given due prominence to enhance the voter 
experience, making voting more accessible and convenient for citizens. 
Additionally, the special initiative of Home Voting, which allows eligible 
voters with physical disabilities, illnesses, or advanced age to cast their 
votes from their homes, serves to emphasise the importance of every 
vote.

Various divisions of the Commission work in tandem to facilitate, 
educate and engage with voters. Technological advancements, such 
as the transition to Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) and the 
introduction of Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT), have 
enhanced transparency in elections. To combat misinformation and 
empower voters to make informed decision, ECI has implemented 
a ‘fact-check’ register, chatbots for officials, and digitalized content. 
The commitment to technological advancements is evident in the 
development and regular updates of apps for all stakeholders like 
c-Vigil, Know Your Candidate App, Saksham App, Voter Helpline App, 
Suvidha App, etc. 

The establishment of the “India International Institute of 
Democracy and Election Management” (IIIDEM) showcases the ECI’s 
dedication and commitment to sharing expertise and experience with 
Election Management Bodies (EMBs) in other countries, providing 
electoral assistance and training based on bilateral requests and 
multilateral arrangements to around 140 Nations.

Acknowledging the ECI’s pivotal role, the Department of Posts 
is delighted to issue a commemorative postage stamp on ‘Inclusive 
Elections in India’ and recognises ECI's contributions to ensuring 
equitable elections, encouraging voter participation, and preserving 
the democratic system.
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lekos'kh fuokZpu & Hkkjr fuokZpu vk;ksx                    
Hkkjr fuokZpu vk;ksx ,d Lora= laoS/kkfud fudk; gS tks fuokZpuksa ds 

lapkyu ,oa i;Zos{k.k ds fy, ftEesnkj gSA bldh fu"i{k Hkwfedk fuokZpu çfØ;k dh 
fu"i{krk vkSj lR;fu"Bk dks cuk, j[kus esa egRoiw.kZ gSA vk;ksx dh lko/kkuhiwoZd 
cukbZ xbZ fuokZpuksa dh ;kstuk vkSj dk;kZUo;u ;g lqfuf'pr djrk gS fd fuokZpu 
Lora= ,oa fu"i{k gSa] ftlls turk dk Hkjkslk ,oa fo'okl vkSj lq–<+ gksrk gSA

vuqPNsn 324] ftlds vk/kkj ij fuokZpu vk;ksx dh LFkkiuk gqbZ] vlk/kkj.k 
egRo j[krk gSA Hkkjr dk lafo/kku 26 uoEcj] 1949 dks lafo/kku lHkk }kjk vaxhdkj 
fd;k x;k vkSj 26 tuojh] 1950 dks bls ykxw fd;k x;kA fuokZpu vk;ksx dk 
dk;kZy; lafo/kku ds çHkkoh gksus ls ,d fnu igys vFkkZr 25 tuojh] 1950 dks 
LFkkfir fd;k x;k FkkA Hkkjrh; yksdra= ds ewyHkwr fl)kUrksa esa ls ,d fl)kUr 
lkoZHkkSfed erkf/kdkj gSA blus çkf/kdkjiw.kZ inksa ij vius çfrfuf/k;ksa dk p;u 
djus esa Hkkjrh; ukxfjdksa dh cqf)eÙkk ij Hkjkslk fd;k gSA

Hkkjr dk yksdra= viuh lkaL—frd fofo/krk ds dkj.k Qy&Qwy jgk gSA ;gka 
2000 ls vf/kd vyx&vyx tkrh; lewg gSa vkSj os viuh&viuh Hkk"kk,a cksyrs gSaA 
;g fofo/krk jk"Vª ds jktuSfrd vkSj lkekftd rkus&ckus esa lgtrk ls ?kqy fey 
xbZ gS] ftlls fofo/krk esa ,drk dk ,d vuwBk feJ.k fodflr gqvk gSA Hkkjrh; 
lafo/kku lHkh o;Ld ukxfjdksa dks mudh tkfr] /keZ] fyax ;k lkekftd&vkfFkZd 
fLFkfr ls ijs oksV nsus dk vf/kdkj nsrk gSA ;g lekos'kh –f"Vdks.k ;g lqfuf'pr 
djrk gS fd jk"Vª dh fu;fr dks vkdkj nsus esa çR;sd O;fä dh Hkwfedk gks vkSj 
fHkUu&fHkUu Hkkjrh;ksa ds Hkhrj fuckZ/k ,dhdj.k dh /kkj.kk çcy gksA 

vkt Hkkjr fuokZpu vk;ksx fo'o ds bl lcls cM+s yksdrkaf=d ns'k esa 
yksdra= dh vk/kkjf'kyk ds :i esa fojkteku gSA Hkkjr fuokZpu vk;ksx us 17 
lk/kkj.k fuokZpuksa vkSj 400 ls vf/kd fo/kku lHkk fuokZpuksa dks vk;ksftr fd;k 
gS vkSj orZeku esa ;g 96 djksM+ ls vf/kd ik= ernkrkvksa ds fofo/k fuokZpu {ks=ksa 
dk çca/ku djrk gS ftlesa yxHkx 49-68 djksM+ iq#"k ernkrk vkSj 47-07 djksM+ 
efgyk ernkrk gSa tks ,d larqfyr efgyk&iq#"k ¼Gender½ forj.k dks n'kkZrk gSA 
bl la[;k esa 48]195 ,sls O;fä Hkh 'kkfey gSa ftudh igpku FkMZ tsaMj ds :i 
esa gS] tks fuokZpu çfØ;k esa fofo/k çdkj ds tsaMj dh igpku dks vkSj vf/kd 
c<+rh ekU;rk dks çnf'kZr djrk gSA blds vfrfjä] yxHkx 81-22 yk[k fnO;kax 
¼ihMCY;wMh½ ernkrk gSaA ernkrkvksa esa vk;q lhek vyx&vyx gS ftlesa yxHkx 
1-84 djksM+ ernkrk 80 o"kZ vkSj mlls vf/kd vk;q ds gSa rFkk 2-55 yk[k ernkrk 
rks 100 o"kZ dh vk;q ikj dj pqds gSaA xoZ dh ckr gS fd 18&19 vk;q oxZ esa yxHkx 
1-85 djksM+ u, ernkrk gSa tks Hkkjr dh yksdrkaf=d Nfo dks le`) cuk jgs gSaA 
lekosf'krk dh çfrc)rk ls vksr&çksr] vk;ksx jk"Vªh; ernkrk fnol ¼,uohMh½ 
vkSj O;kid tkx:drk vfHk;kuksa tSlh igy djds ;qok ernkrkvksa dks ernku gsrq 
çksRlkfgr djrk gSA

pwafd o"kZ 2024 dk 18oka lk/kkj.k fuokZpu vkus gh okyk gS] blfy, Hkkjr 
fuokZpu vk;ksx us fuokZpu dks bldh lPph Hkkouk ds lkFk ^^lekos'kh] lqyHk vkSj 
lgHkkxh^^ cukus ds fy, vusd igysa dh gSaA fo'ks"k laf{kIr iqujh{k.k&2024 ds nkSjku 
ns'k dk Q‚eZ] jk"Vªh; ernkrk tkx:drk çfr;ksfxrk] lkbfdy jSfy;ka vkSj u, ,oa 
igyh ckj ernku dj jgs ernkrk ds fy, yksdra= dh d{kk,a] çR;sd cwFk dks y{; 
cukrs gq, VuZvkmV befIyesaVs'ku Iyku] ernkrk taD'ku /kkjkokfgd tSls yf{kr 

vfHk;kuksa dk y{; lekt ds çR;sd oxZ dh Hkkxhnkjh dks c<+kuk gSA ;g çfrc)rk 
efgykvksa] igyh ckj er Mky jgs ernkrkvksa] tutkrh; lewgksa vkSj fnO;kaxtuksa 
ds fy, yf{kr dk;Zdykiksa ¼baVjosa'ku½ ds lkFk&lkFk fo'ks"k :i ls vfrlaosnu'khy 
tutkrh; lewgksa dh 'kr&çfr'kr Hkkxhnkjh ds fy, çfrc)rkiw.kZ ç;klksa ls Li"V 
gksrh gSA fofHkUu jkT;ksa ds nkSjs ds nkSjku] vk;ksx lekt ds fofHkUu oxksaZ ds lkFk 
laidZ djrk gS vkSj çR;sd yf{kr lewg dh lqfo/kkvksa ds fy, mik;ksa dks ykxw djrk 
gSA Hkkjr fuokZpu vk;ksx ds LFkk;h vk'oLr U;wure lqfo/kkvksa ¼,,e,Q½ ds çLrko 
dks i;kZIr çeq[krk nh xbZ gS rkfd ukxfjdksa ds fy, ernku dks vf/kd lqyHk vkSj 
lqfo/kktud cukrs gq, muds ernku vuqHko dks csgrj cuk;k tk ldsA

blds vfrfjä] ?kj ls ernku djus dh fo'ks"k igy 'kkjhfjd fu%'kärk okys] 
chekj] ;k vR;f/kd vk;q okys ik= ernkrkvksa dks muds ?kj ij gh ernku djus 
dh vuqefr nsrh gS] vkSj bl çdkj ;g çR;sd oksV ds egRo ij fn, tkus okys 
tksj dks çnf'kZr djrh gSA

vk;ksx dh fofHkUu laLFkk,a ernkrkvksa dks lqfo/kk çnku djus] f'kf{kr djus 
vkSj muls tqM+us ds fy, feydj dke djrh gSA bysDVª‚fud oksfVax e'khu ¼bZoh,e½ 
ds mi;ksx dh 'kq#vkr vkSj ernkrk lR;kiuh; isij v‚fMV iphZ ¼ohohiSV½ dh 
'kq#vkr tSls çkS|ksfxdh; fodkl us fuokZpuksa esa ikjnf'kZrk c<+k nh gSA ernkrk 
QksVks igpku&i= ¼,fid½ vkSj ernkrk igpku ds mik; fuokZpu çfØ;k dh 
lR;fu"Bk dks vkSj vf/kd lqfuf'pr djrs gSaA Hkzked lwpuk ls fuiVus vkSj 
ernkrkvksa dks le>&cw> dj fu.kZ; ysus esa l'kä cukus ds fy,] Hkkjr fuokZpu 
vk;ksx us ,d QSDV&pkSd jftLVj] inkf/kdkfj;ksa ds fy, pkSVc‚V vkSj fMftVy 
lkexzh dh 'kq#vkr dh gSA lh&fofty] uks ;ksj dSaMhMsV ,i] l{ke ,i vkSj oksVj 
gsYiykbu ,si tSls ,iksa esa mrjksÙkj fodkl ,oa fu;fer viMsV ls çkS|ksfxdh; 
çxfr ds çfr çfrc)rk çnf'kZr gqbZ gSA ^^Hkkjr vrajjk"Vªh; yksdra= ,oa fuokZpu 
çca/ku laLFkku ¼vkbZvkbZvkbZMhbZ,e½^^ dh LFkkiuk] vU; ns'kksa ds fuokZpu çca/ku fudk;ksa 
ds lkFk fo'ks"kKrk vkSj vuqHko lk>k djus ds f}i{kh; vuqjks/kksa vkSj cgqi{kh; 
O;oLFkkvksa ij vk/kkfjr fuokZpdh; lgk;rk vkSj çf'k{k.k çnku djuk Hkkjr fuokZpu 
vk;ksx ds leiZ.k dks n'kkZrk gSA

Hkkjr fuokZpu vk;ksx dh egRoiw.kZ Hkwfedk dks Lohdkj djrs gq,] Mkd foHkkx 
us ,d Lekjd Mkd fVdV tkjh fd;k gS] tks Hkkjr fuokZpu vk;ksx ds ekuoh; psgjs 
vkSj U;k;laxr fuokZpu lqfuf'pr djus] ernkrk Hkkxhnkjh dks çksRlkfgr djus vkSj 
yksdrkaf=d ç.kkyh dks cuk, j[kus esa blds ;ksxnku dks ekU;rk çnku djrk gSA
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