Inclusive Elections -
Election Commission of India

The Election Commission of India isan independent constitutional
body responsible for conducting and overseeing elections of the
Largest Democracy of the world. Its impartial role is instrumental
in upholding the fairness and integrity of the electoral process. The
Commission’s meticulous planning and execution of elections ensure
that the elections are free and fair, reinforcing public trust and
confidence.

Article 324, which created the Election Commission, holds
exceptional significance. The Constitution was adopted by the
Constituent Assembly on November 26, 1949 and put into effect on
January 26, 1950. The Election Commission’s office was established
on January 25, 1950, a day before the Constitution became effective.
It placed its trust in the wisdom of Indian citizens to choose their
representatives in positions of authority.

India’s democracy thrives on its diversity — cultural, social,
geographical, linguistic, etc. This diversity is seamlessly integrated into
the political and social fabric of the nation, fostering a unique blend of
unity in diversity. One of the fundamental tenets of Indian democracy
is universal suffrage. The Indian Constitution grants all adult citizens
the right to vote, regardless of their caste, religion, gender, or socio-
economic status. This inclusive approach ensures that every individual
has a say in shaping the nation’s destiny, reinforcing the notion of
seamless integration within the diverse Indian population.

Today, the Election Commission stands as a cornerstone of
democracy in the world’s largest democratic nation. Having conducted
17 General Elections and over 400 Assembly elections, the
ECI presently manages a diverse electorate of over 96 Crore voters,
comprising roughly 49.68 Crore male and 47.07 Crore female voters,
reflecting a balanced gender distribution. The count also includes
about 48,000 individuals who identify as the third gender, highlighting
the inclusivity of the enrolment process. Additionally, there are about
81.22 lakh voters with disabilities (PwD). The age range among voters is
diverse, with approximately 1.84 Crore aged 80 and above and 2.55 lakh
surpassing the age of 100. The 18-19 age group boasts approximately
185 Crore of new voters, enriching India’s democratic tapestry.
With a commitment to inclusivity, the Commission encourages the
participation of young voters through initiatives like National Voters
Day (NVD) and extensive awareness campaigns.

As the 18th General Elections - 2024 are around the corner, ECI
has launched an array of initiatives to make the election “inclusive,
accessible and participative” in its truest spirit. Targeted campaign
such as ‘Desh ka Form’ during Special Summary Revision-2024,
National Voter’s Awareness Contest, Cycle Rallies and Democracy

rooms for new and first-time voters, Turnout Implementation Plan
for targeting each polling booth, Matdata Junction radio programme
series, all aimed at fostering participation from every section of the
society. This commitment is evident in spearheading efforts for 100%
participation of Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups, along with
targeted interventions for women, first-time voters, tribal groups,
and Persons with Disabilities. Creating permanent Assured Minimum
Facilities (AMF) is given due prominence to enhance the voter
experience, making voting more accessible and convenient for citizens.
Additionally, the special initiative of Home Voting, which allows eligible
voters with physical disabilities, illnesses, or advanced age to cast their
votes from their homes, serves to emphasise the importance of every
vote.

Various divisions of the Commission work in tandem to facilitate,
educate and engage with voters. Technological advancements, such
as the transition to Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) and the
introduction of Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT), have
enhanced transparency in elections. To combat misinformation and
empower voters to make informed decision, ECI has implemented
a ‘fact-check’ register, chatbots for officials, and digitalized content.
The commitment to technological advancements is evident in the
development and regular updates of apps for all stakeholders like
c-Vigil, Know Your Candidate App, Saksham App, Voter Helpline App,
Suvidha App, etc.

The establishment of the “India International Institute of
Democracy and Election Management” (IIIDEM) showcases the ECI's
dedication and commitment to sharing expertise and experience with
Election Management Bodies (EMBs) in other countries, providing
electoral assistance and training based on bilateral requests and
multilateral arrangements to around 140 Nations.

Acknowledging the ECI's pivotal role, the Department of Posts
is delighted to issue a commemorative postage stamp on ‘Inclusive
Elections in India’ and recognises ECI's contributions to ensuring
equitable elections, encouraging voter participation, and preserving
the democratic system.
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FAELM fFatas - sra EHataa s

Rd fafes smar e wadd daufe e 8 91 MaeEt &
Harer vd widerer & forg Rrear 8 | sae et yfiier fates wfisar @
Fserar iR TSt BT a9 @ AE@yul B | AT @ Aaegde
g8 7% fafadt @ Ao ok wrafes aw ghRed exar @ fF fafes
waca vd e €, R S @1 R d favars SR gge B 2

T 324, OIS MR W fYafed SR @) Tu=T g, STRARIRT
& AT B | RGBT AT 26 IR, 1949 BT WAL T gRT SR
foram a7 SR 26 ST, 1950 BT $X SN fohar Tar| fatad SmimT @&
Fratad AU &yl B9 W U 3T ugel 31fd 25 SN, 1950 @r
oo foam AT o | WRAR dAldds & gend Riera § 9 s R
TkoHkfed erki/kdkj 2| so1 e Ryet uat W o wfaferat &1 @
R F MR RS B gfgEar w R fha 2

HRT BT ATbd T FReploreh AT & BRI Bef—thel YeT 2 | T8t
2000 ¥ JfAF SFT—ITET ST FYE & 3R T AU—370+1 ATHIY rered & |
g fafdgdr oy & Iomfae $iR wmEIfie an—ar # el 9 ga e
T 2, forr fafderar # goar &1 va srer s el gom B 1 wRd
wfem ol 9o AReT BT SO o, o, fof a1 armire—anfiie
Rfd & W are < &1 JRHR a1 2| T8 wHah gfewr a' gfRifead
oAl & 6 g @ Al @1 meR <9 # uRs |t @ i 8 ok
e et & fiaR At gatever @ e vae 8 |

TS WRT afes omnT favg & 39 9eW 99 deditye <9 H
G B AERRIST & w9 § faRromE 2 | aRa fafaT smarT 7 17
[EReT At ok 400 § e A @ fateEr @ smafa faar
2 SR o e # I% 96 HRIS W I uTH waeraRi & fafdy fatae et
BT yderT HRaT © FOTAH T 49.68 BRIS BT HARTAT IR 47.07 BRIS
Afger Adqar & S s Agferd Afed-goy (Gender) fad=er @1 wifar 2
9 AT # 48,195 T fn ff wfie € Ral vgee o€ e’ & wd
# 2, o faafad uftar # Rfdy geR & Siex B ygam @1 &R e
Fell AT B FeRia wRar 81 59 AR, T 81.22 Arg faediT
(freegS) AR € | waararell # 3y T sfei—aierT & o e
1.84 HRIS HAGT 80 T 3R I 31T MY & & AT 2.55 RF ATl
a1 100 9 B MY UR HR & & | T4 B a1 © F 18—19 g T H AT
1.85 RIS Y FAAGMT & S WRT @ AGaie Bfd T 69g a1 = & |
FHEARIT B dfdagar A Sa—Hd, SR I Aaerar e (TdI))
AR @S ST I SRl T8l dxa a1 AAGIdrsl $1 AaH 8
ATl FRaT B |

Tfes ¥ 2024 G 1881 WRIRYT frates o & arern B, s@foy WRa
fatae ST 3 fyafes &1 s9@! Ged! WEeT & el A, gorT iR
FEIT F @ T ofte Ugel @1 € | faey wdfra gaderor—2024 & SR
<Y BT B, LR FASTAT SRl Wi, wrgfeer i ik Ty ud
UgeH dR FAGT R I8 FARTAT B oy AN s B Pefd, T g1 Pl el

AR BT e FHS B YD g B YRR DI GG © | I8 Tfadgdr
@ fore férd srRiwamt (§evdem) & A ey wu & siftRiaeTeiier
SIS el B a-afed wriet & forg afegdargel st @ W
B 2| fafr=T st & SR @ ERM, T 9a @ fafet anf @ e
2| R frafe oMt & el smeaw <maq glawmsil (qUaus) & IR
DI TAT WA < TS © Al ANIRST B folg FAa Bl AH Fad AR
JFETSE a9 8T S FAGH IIHT BT J8AR AR ST D |

39D AR, TR | AdG™ R PI A9 Ugal IRIRG 2w arad,
IR, T JIAMF Y aTel ITF AAWRA BT S8 BR W & AAGH BRA
B AT <A B, IR 9 IBHR IE YIS dic B Agd W Y S aret
SR BT yeRid el 2|
3R SR = & oy fetas oM vl § | geragive arfeT wefe (Edm)
& SWNT & FIard AR Adara FAu- IR offfse ot (@idie) &
YRR S e et 4 Fafaet § arefRiar 9gr @ 21 #aerdr
wIel UgaH—ua (Te) R AT ygaH & Sy fafem ufsar &
AT & R e ghfEd exd ¥ yme gEw 9 fued ek
IS BT FHSI—gg P} 077 o § |eRh a9 & forg, aRa fates
TN ¥ U Bhae—dId IoNer, TSTRIGIRGl & v diedie 3R e
A BT YT BT 7 | AT, 71 IR BEIST T, [eH T iR drex
BUTgT V0 O UOl A SRR et vd fFafid suse ¥ denfire
yfd & 9 afdegar veRid g8 81 "IRd RIS dieds gd farad
TR TR (SSIMTEINESISUH)” BT RN, 379 <20 & fHafes waee et
& Wy IRV R ogMa Wl R & fguely orgRl iR aguel
RIS TR MR Faraad Ferar iR AfRierr ye= o= 9Ra faras
SR & AT Pl ST B |

AR fafe SRINT &1 Agwyo! YfHdT B WHR B gY, ST [T
o U WR$ 16 fedbe SN fhar 2, S wRd fFafee T & a+dia 9=
3R =redTa fafes HRad @, Aderdr wrier) $1 Aeared &3 3R
ATDBIND YOIl DT §91¢ XE § 0B ANTE BT JIIAT IS BRel 2 |
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