India-Romania Joint Stamp Issue:
75 Years of Diplomatic Relations

In 2023, India and Romania celebrated 75
years of diplomatic relations. To commemorate this
milestone, the Department of Posts is pleased to
issue a joint postage stamp, highlighting the strong
political, economic, and cultural ties between the two
nations.

Established in 1948 and wupgraded to
ambassadorial level in 1968, the India-Romania
diplomatic relationship has grown into a strong
partnership with deep political, economic, and
cultural ties. Both nations have supported each
other in multilateral issues and international
organizations including the UN. Bilateral visits have
further solidified these ties. Economic relations
are expanding, with significant growth in trade for
2023-24. Several agreements have been signed over
the years to enhance cooperation in sectors such as
tourism, defense, and diplomatic visa exemptions.
Romania's commitment to global initiatives,
including the International Solar Alliance, highlights
their shared focus on sustainable development.

Cultural cooperation is a key element of the India-
Romania relationship. A Cultural Agreement signed
in 1957 laid the groundwork for exchanges in culture,
science, and the arts, which continue with the 2022-
2027 Cultural Exchange Programme. Educational
and cultural exchanges are vibrant, with ICCR-
sponsored dance troupes regularly performing in
Romania and events like the “Namaste India” festival
and International Day of Yoga becoming annual
highlights. The Cluj Centre for India Studies and
the Romania-India Study Center at the Romanian-
American University further enhance academic and

cultural ties. In August 2023, an ICCR troupe visited
Targu Jiu for the International Folklore Festival,
showcasing cultural performances and workshops.

Folk art reflects the life and traditions of rural
communities, with costumes serving as cultural
“identity cards” developed over generations.

Thejoint stamp features traditional folk costumes
from both countries. The Romanian costume from
Bihor County showcases vibrant embroidery in red,
green, and black on a white shirt, complemented by
a long sheepskin coat for women and a simple black
hat for men. Women’s attire also includes a black
kerchief with red floral motifs.

For India, the stamp depicts the ‘Lehenga-Choli’
and ‘Dhoti-Kurta.’ The lehenga choli, a pleated skirt
and blouse, is worn during festivals and ceremonies,
while the dhoti and kurta represent traditional attire
for men. These costumes highlight the rich cultural
heritage of both nations and their shared traditions.

This stamp embodies the lasting partnership and
shared history of India and Romania, and celebrates
their continued collaboration and future growth.
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The philatelic items are available for sale
at Philately Bureaus across India and online at
http: //www.epostoffice.gov.in/PHILATELY 3D.html
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