
International Year of Millets 
(Shree Anna)

‘Millets’ were among the first crops to be domesticated in India with 
several evidence of its’ consumption during the Indus valley civilization. 
In India, millets are primarily a kharif crop, requiring less water and 
agricultural inputs than other similar staples. Millets are important 
by the virtue of its mammoth potential to generate livelihood, increase 
farmers’ income, and to ensure food & nutritional security all over the 
world. Globally, India ranks first in area coverage under millets followed 
by Niger and Sudan. Similarly, India holds first position in millets 
production in the world followed by USA. These are crops of semi-arid 
tropics of Asia and Africa (especially in India, Mali, Nigeria, and Niger). 
In India, Millets are grown over an average area of 159.21 lakh hectares 
with a production of 121.44 lakh tonnes and yield 1311 kg/ha during the 
year 2021-22 (4th Advance Estimates). The top five millet producing states 
include Rajasthan, Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh, Karnataka, Madhya 
Pradesh. Rajasthan has the highest area under millets cultivation (36%) 
followed by Maharashtra (19%), Karnataka (14%), Uttar Pradesh (9%), 
and Madhya Pradesh (5%). 

Recognising the enormous potential of Millets in holistic 
development, which also aligns with several Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) of the United Nations, the Government of India (GoI) 
prioritized Millets by promoting them between 2011-12 to 2013-14, under 
the Nutritional Security program. In April 2018, Millets were rebranded as 
“Nutri Cereals”, followed by the year 2018 being declared as the National 
year of Millets, aiming at larger promotion and demand generation.  

With the aim to generate mass awareness, increase production, 
productivity and strengthen the Millet value-chain towards enhanced 
Millet consumption, under the leadership of Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi, The United Nation’s General Assembly (UNGA) declared 
2023 as the International Year of Millets (IYM) on 5th March 2021. The 
proposal submitted by the Government of India was supported by 72 
countries. Through this declaration, the UNGA aims to elevate awareness 
of nutri-cereals (millets) for food security and nutrition, enhance 
investment in R&D and extension, and to inspire stakeholders towards 
improving production productivity and quality of millets. Additionally, 
the Government of India aims to make IYM 2023 a people’s movement for 
the country, inspiring Markets, Farmers & Consumers, so that the Indian 
millets, recipes, and value-added products come to be accepted globally. 

The Department of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare has taken a 
proactive multistakeholder engagement approach (engaging all the 
Central government ministries, states/UTs, farmers, start-ups, exporters, 
retail businesses, hotels, Indian Embassies etc.) to achieve the objectives 
of IYM 2023 and taking Indian millets globally. Additionally, the DA&FW 
has devised “The Seven Sutras as the guiding principles for the IYM 2023”

•	 Enhancement of Production/Productivity

•	 Nutrition and health benefits

•	 Value-addition, Processing & Recipe Development

•	 Entrepreneurship/Start-up/Collective Development

•	 Awareness creation – Branding, Labelling & Promotion

•	 International outreach

•	 Policy interventions for mainstreaming

Additionally, six Task Force Committees  have been constituted to 
tackle various issues and challenges across the millet value chain. 

Prior to the kick-start of India’s year-long grand celebration of 
‘International Year of Millets (IYM) 2023’, the Ministry of Agriculture & 
Farmers Welfare (MoAFW) took a proactive approach in mainstreaming 
millets through various international and national events and expos 
such as Dubai Expo, Surajkund Mela (Ministry of Tourism), Aahar- 
The international food & hospitality fair (Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry), BioFach, Saras Food festival (Ministry of Rural Development), 
etc., showcasing the diversity of various millets based value-added 
products. 

On 6th December 2022, the Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO) of the United Nations, organized an official opening ceremony 
for the International Year of Millets – 2023 at Rome, Italy. The event 
was attended by a delegation of senior government officials from India. 
To mark the significance of this day in India, DA&FW launched and 
organized several initiatives, which includes an extensive social media 
campaign on the importance of Millets in the Indian context.

Additionally, as a part of promotional activities of IYM 2023, the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Farmer’s welfare will also promote millets 
during the G20 & SCO presidency in India. Millets will be showcased 
through a byte size millets exhibition during all the G20 & SCO working 
group meetings, along with a millet-based lunch and a specially curated 
millet hamper for all foreign digitaries.

The year 2023 will witness a year long campaign and several 
activities nationally and globally for increased adoption and promotion 
of millets.

Department of Posts is pleased to release a Commemorative Postage 
Stamp on International Year of Millets 2023, thereby contributing in 
country’s nutritional security and holistic development of the citizens.
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varjkZ"Vªh; Jh vé o"kZ
feysV~l Hkkjr esa mxkbZ tkus okyh mu çFke Qlyksa esa ls gSa] ftuds fla/kq 

?kkVh lH;rk ds nkSjku miHkksx fd, tkus ds vusd lk{; feys gSaA Hkkjr esa]  feysV~l 
eq[;r% [kjhQ Qly gS] ftlds fy, vU; leku Qlyksa dh rqyuk esa de ty vkSj 
—f"k laca/kh lk/kuksa dh vko';drk gksrh gSA feysV~l] vkthfodk l`tu] fdlkuksa 
dh vk; c<+kus vkSj iwjs fo'o esa [kk| ,oa iks"k.k lqj{kk lqfuf'pr djus dh viuh 
O;kid laHkkouk ds –f"Vdks.k ls vR‍;ar egRoiw.kZ gSaA feysV~l Qlyksa ds {ks=Qy dh 
–f"V ls Hkkjr dk fo'o esa çFke L‍Fkku gS] blds ckn ukbtj vkSj lwMku dk uke 
vkrk gSA blh rjg ls feysV~l mR‍iknu esa Hkkjr dk fo'o esa çFke LFkku vkSj la;qä 
jkT; vesfjdk ¼;w,l,½ dk f}rh; LFkku gSA ;s ,f'k;k vkSj vÝhdk ¼fo'ks"kr% Hkkjr] 
ekyh] ukbthfj;k vkSj ukbtj½ ds v/kZ&'kq"d dfVca/kh; {ks= dh Qlysa gSaA Hkkjr esa 
feysV~l Qlysa vkSlru 159-21 yk[k gsDVs;j {ks= esa mxkbZ tkrh gSaA o"kZ 2021&22 
ds nkSjku ¼pkSFkk vfxze vkdyu½ 121-44 yk[k Vu mRiknu ds lkFk 1311 fdyks 
xzke çfr gsDVs;j mit gqbZ gSA feysV~l mRiknu djus okys ikap 'kh"kZ jkT;ksa esa 
jktLFkku] egkjk"Vª] mÙkj çns'k] dukZVd vkSj e/; çns'k 'kkfey gSaA feysV~l mRiknu 
ds fy, lokZf/kd {ks= ¼36%½ jktLFkku esa gSA blds ckn egkjk"Vª ¼19%½] dukZVd 
¼14%½] mÙkj çns'k ¼9%½ vkSj e/; çns'k ¼5%½ dk LFkku vkrk gSA

lexz fodkl gsrq feysV~l dh O;kid {kerk dks igpkurs gq, Hkkjr ljdkj 
us iks"k.k lqj{kk dk;ZØe ds varZxr o"kZ 2011&12 ls 2013&14 ds chp feysV~l 
dh mit dks c<kok nsrs gq, bls çkFkfedrk nhA ;g igy] la;qä jk"Vª ds vusd 
LFkk;h fodkl y{;ksa ¼,lMhth½ ds vuq:i Hkh gSA vçSy 2018 esa feysV~l dh ^iks"kd 
vukt* ds :i esa iqu% czkafMax dh xbZA rR‍i'‍pkr~ O;kid lao/kZu ,oa ekax l`tu ds 
mís'; ls o"kZ 2018 dks jk"Vªh; feysV~l o"kZ ?kksf"kr fd;k x;kA

vketu dks tkx#d djus] mRiknu ,oa mRikndrk esa o`f) djus vkSj 
feysV~l ds miHkksx dks c<+kus ds mís'; ls feysV~l ewY;&J`a[kyk dks lq–<+ djus ds 
fy, ekuuh; ç/kkuea=h Jh ujsUæ eksnh ds usr`R‍o esa la;qä jk"Vª egklHkk ¼;w,uth,½ 
us 05 ekpZ 2021 dks o"kZ 2023 dks varjjk"Vªh; feysV~l o"kZ ¼vkbZokbZ,e½ ?kksf"kr 
fd;kA Hkkjr ljdkj }kjk çLrqr bl çLrko dk 72 ns'kksa us leFkZu fd;kA bl ?kks"k.kk 
ds ek/;e ls ;w,uth, dk mís';] [kk| lqj{kk ,oa iks"k.k ds fy, iks"kd&vukt 
¼feysV~l½ ds çfr tkx:drk c<+kuk] vuqla/kku ,oa fodkl ds lkFk&lkFk blds foLrkj.k 
esa fuos'k c<+kuk rFkk feysV~l ds mRiknu] mRikndrk ,oa xq.koÙkk esa lq/kkj ykus ds 
fy, fgr/kkjdksa dks çksRlkfgr djuk gSA blds vfrfjä Hkkjr ljdkj dk mís'; 
cktkjksa] fdlkuksa vkSj miHkksäkvksa dks çksRlkgu nsrs gq, ns'k esa vkbZokbZ,e 2023 
dks tu&vkUnksyu cukuk gS rkfd Hkkjrh; feysV~l] O;atu vkSj buls lacaf/kr ewY; 
laof/kZr mRiknksa dk iwjs fo'‍o esa çpkj&çlkj gks ldsA

—f"k ,oa fdlku dY;k.k foHkkx us vkbZokbZ,e 2023 ds y{;ksa dh çkfIr vkSj 
Hkkjrh; feysV~l dks fo'‍oHkj esa yksdfç; cukus ds fy, viuh vksj ls cgq&fgrdkjd 
fu;kstu –f"Vdks.k ¼dsaæ ljdkj ds lHkh ea=ky;ksa] jkT;ksa@la?k jkT;&{ks=ksa] fdlkuksa] 
LVkVZ&vIl] fu;kZrdksa] [kqnjk dkjksckjksa] gksVyksa] Hkkjrh; nwrkoklksa vkfn dks lacaf/kr dk;ksaZ 
ls tksM+rs gq,½ viuk;k gSA rnuqlkj] —f"k ,oa fdlku dY;k.k foHkkx us ^vkbZokbZ,e 

2023 ds fy, ekxZn'khZ fl)kUrksa ds :i esa ^lkr lw=* rS;kj fd, gSa %& 

	Û mRiknu@mRikndrk o/kZu
	Û iks"k.k ,oa LokLF; ykHk
	Û ewY;&lao/kZu] çlaLdj.k ,oa O;atu fodkl
	Û m|e'khyrk@LVkVZ&vi/lkewfgd fodkl 
	Û tu&tkxj.k & czkafMax] yscfyax ,oa lao/kZu
	Û varjjk"Vªh; lEidZ 
	Û eq[;/kkjk esa ykus ds fy, uhfrxr igy

buds vfrfjä feysV ewY; J`a[kyk esa vkus okyh fofHkUu leL;kvksa vkSj 
pqukSfr;ksa ds lek/kku ds fy, Ng dk;Zcy lfefr;ksa dk xBu fd;k x;k gSA

 —f"k ,oa fdlku dY;k.k ea=ky; us ^varjkZ"Vªh; feysV~l ¼vkbZokbZ,e½ o"kZ 
2023* ds o"kZHkj pyus okys HkO;&lekjksg ds 'kq: gksus ls iwoZ fofHkUu feysV~l vk/kkfjr 
ewY;&laof/kZr mRiknksa dks çnf'kZr djrs gq, nqcbZ ,Dliks] lwjtdqaM esyk ¼i;ZVu 
ea=ky;½] vkgkj&varjkZ"Vªh; [kk| ,oa vkfrF; esyk ¼okf.kT; ,oa m|ksx ea=ky;½] 
ck;ksQsp] ljl QwM QsLVhoy ¼xzkeh.k fodkl ea=ky;½ vkfn tSls fofHkUu varjkZ"Vªh; 
,oa jk"Vªh; lekjksgksa vkSj ,Dliks ds ek/;e ls feysV~l dks eq[;/kkjk esa ykus ds 
fy, lfØ; Hkwfedk fuHkkbZ gSA 

la;qä jk"Vª ds [kk| ,oa —f"k laxBu ¼,Q,vks½ }kjk 06 fnlEcj] 2022 dks 
jkse] bVyh esa varjkZ"Vªh; feysV~l o"kZ&2023 ds fy, ,d vkSipkfjd mn~?kkVu 
lekjksg vk;ksftr fd;k x;kA bl lekjksg esa Hkkjr ds ofj"B ljdkjh vf/kdkfj;ksa 
ds f'k"VeaMy us Hkkx fy;kA Hkkjr esa bl fnu ds egRo dks js[kkafdr djus ds 
fy, —f"k ,oa fdlku dY;k.k ea=ky; }kjk vusd ubZ igysa dh xbZ  vkSj lekjksg 
vk;ksftr fd, x,] ftuesa Hkkjrh; ifjçs{‍; esa feysV~l ds egRo laca/kh O;kid 
lks'ky ehfM;k vfHk;ku Hkh 'kkfey gSaA

blds vykok vkbZokbZ,e 2023 dks c<+kok nsus okys dk;Zdykiksa ds Hkkx ds 
:i esa —f"k ,oa fdlku dY;k.k ea=ky;] th&20 vkSj ,llhvks esa Hkkjr dh v/;{krk 
ds nkSjku feysV~l dk çpkj Hkh djsxkA lHkh th&20 vkSj ,llhvks dk;Z lewg cSBdksa 
ds nkSjku feysV&vk/kkfjr yap vkSj lHkh fons'kh vfrfFk;ksa ds fy, fo'ks"k :i ls 
rS;kj fd, x, feysV gSEij ds lkFk ckbV lkbt feysV~l çn'kZuh ds ek/;e ls 
feysV~l çnf'kZr fd, tk,axsA 

feysV~l dks viukus vkSj blds çpkj&çlkj ds fy, o"kZ 2023 esa jk"Vªh; ,oa 
oSf'od Lrj ij o"kZ Hkj vfHk;ku pyk, tk,axs vkSj vusd dk;Zdyki vk;ksftr 
fd, tk,axsA

Mkd foHkkx] ns'k dh iks"k.k lqj{kk vkSj ukxfjdksa ds lexz fodkl esa ;ksxnku 
djrs gq,  ^varjkZ"Vªh; Jh vé o"kZ* fo"k; ij Lekjd Mkd&fVdV tkjh dj çlU‍urk 
dk vuqHko djrk gSA 
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