
Right to Free Legal Aid

The Constitution of India is premised on multiple 
fundamentals of which equality and justice are the 
prominent beacons. The Preamble of our Constitution 
speaks about three contours of justice i.e. social, 
economic and political, thus emphasizing its relevance 
at all times and concomitant to access to justice is 
the concept of ‘welfare state’ as envisaged under the 
Directive Principles of State Policy essentially laying 
down those cardinal and elemental notions which 
portray a means to secure equality and justice. 

Article 39A is a tool to guarantee the aforesaid 
idea as this provision is based on the edifice of ‘access 
to justice’. Access, in particular refers to the capability 
of bringing something within the reach of a person 
without any hassle and as a matter of right and the 
importance of making justice accessible cannot be 
emphasized enough. To make justice accessible, ‘legal 
aid’ was realized in early eighty’s in India. 

During this time, citizens started getting conscious 
about their rights but due to the poverty and ignorance 
resulting from British slavery were incapacitated from 
approaching the courts. The sincere need of providing 
the marginalized sections with legal aid was then felt 
and consequently the ‘Legal Services Authorities Act’ 
was enacted in 1987 by the Parliament. The objective 
of the Act is to provide for establishment of such legal 
services institutions across the country under the aegis 
of a national level authority. 

The poor, downtrodden and backward sections 
in India suffer from what we can call as ‘legal 
incompetence’. Such people are deprived of a voice 
which could positively assert his rights and demand 
them without any hiccups. To be the voice of such 
unheard voices, legal aid is incredibly helpful and 

a means of upliftment of such strata of people. Free 
Legal Aid is a formal embodiment of the substantive 
conception comprising access to justice. This conception 
predominantly outlines the right of a person to approach 
judicial fora for the redressal of his grievances which in 
turn is secured by legal aid. 

Legal Aid primarily encapsulates a mechanism 
to provide legal assistance at the state expense to the 
marginalized sections and is spreading ‘legal awareness’ 
at a mass level and thus sensitizing the citizens about 
the existence of stringent legislations and an equally 
powerful mechanism to enforce those rights. This 
thought has achieved great heights by bringing in 
existence ‘Lok Adalat’, where disputes at pre-litigation 
stage and even pending cases are resolved amicably, 
thus creating an impact by recording huge disposals 
day by day. 

Legal Aid emanates from two corners of the Golden 
Triangle of our Constitution i.e., Article 14 and Article 21 
a guarantee of equality before law and right to life and 
liberty respectively. Hence, justice is made accessible 
through right to free legal aid which will always deserve 
a mention because it is a reminder to the downtrodden 
people of India that they will never be left behind the 
lurch and will always be given  helping hand in times 
of distress. 

Department of Posts is pleased to issue a 
Commemorative Postage Stamp on Right to Free Legal 
Aid.
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eq¶r dkuwuh lgk;rk dk vf/kdkj
Hkkjr dk lafo/kku dbZ cqfu;knh ckrksa ij vk/kkfjr gS] ftuesa 

lekurk vkSj U;k; çeq[k vk/kkj LraHk gSaA gekjs lafo/kku ds 
çLrkouk esa U;k; ds rhu Lo:iksa vFkkZr~ lkekftd] vkfFkZd vkSj 
jktuhfrd U;k; ds laca/k esa mYys[k fd;k x;k gS] ml dkj.k 
ls budh çklafxdrk ij ges'kk] gj le; cy fn;k tkrk gSA 
U;k; ds bu rhuksa Lo:iksa ds ek/;e ls U;k; rd igqap cukus ds 
lkFk&lkFk ;g vo/kkj.kk jkT; ds uhfr funsZ'kd fl)karksa ds rgr 
ifjdfYir ^dY;k.kdkjh jkT;^ dh ladYiuk dh vfuok;Z :i ls 
vk/kkjf'kyk gSA jkT; ds uhfr funsZ'kd fl)karksa esa okLro esa mu 
ekSfyd ,oa rkfRod fopkjksa dk lekos'k gS tks lekurk vkSj U;k; 
dks lqjf{kr djus ds lk/ku dks n'kkZrsa gSaA

vuqPNsn 39, mijksä fopkj dh xkjaVh nsus dk ,d lk/ku gS 
D;ksafd ;g çko/kku ^U;k; rd igqap^ dh lajpuk ij vk/kkfjr 
gSA ;gk¡ igqap] dk fo'ks"k :i ls lanHkZ fcuk fdlh leL;k ds 
fdlh O;fä dh igqap ds vanj dqN ykus dh {kerk ls gS vkSj 
U;k; dks lqyHk cukus ds egRo rFkk vf/kdkj ds :i esa bl ij 
i;kZIr egRo ugha fn;k tk ldrk gSA U;k; dks lqyHk cukus ds 
fy,] Hkkjr esa vLlh ds n'kd dh 'kq#vkr esa ^dkuwuh lgk;rk^ 
dh 'kq#vkr dh xbZ A

bl le; ds nkSjku] ukxfjd vius vf/kdkjksa ds ckjs esa 
tkx:d gksus yxs Fks ysfdu fczfV'k xqykeh ls mRiUu xjhch vkSj 
vKkurk ds dkj.k vnkyrksa dk njoktk [kV[kVkus esa vleFkZ] 
vkSj v'kä FksA rc lekt ds misf{kr oxksaZ dks dkuwuh lgk;rk 
çnku djus dh okLrfod vko';drk eglwl dh xbZA blds 
QyLo:i] o"kZ 1987 esa laln }kjk ^dkuwuh lsok çkf/kdj.k 
vf/kfu;e^ dkuwu cuk;k x;kA vf/kfu;e dk mís'; jk"Vªh; 
Lrj ds çkf/kdj.k ds rRoko/kku esa ns'k Hkj esa ,slh dkuwuh lsok 
laLFkkuksa dh LFkkiuk eqgS;k djkuk gSA

Hkkjr esa xjhc] nfyr vkSj fiNM+k oxZ] ge ftls ^dkuwuh 
vHkko^ dgrs gSa] >sy jgk gSA ,sls yksx ,d ,slh vfHkO;fä dh 
vkokt ls oafpr gSa ftlds ek/;e ls os vius vf/kdkjksa ds ckjs esa 
Li"V ,oa –<+rkiwoZd dg ldsa vkSj fcuk fdlh fgpfdpkgV ds 

mudh ekax dj ldsaA ,slh vulquh vkoktksa dh vfHkO;fDr cuus 
ds fy,] dkuwuh lgk;rk vfo'oluh; :i ls ennxkj gS vkSj 
lkFk gh ,sls fiNM+s oxZ ds mRFkku dk ek/;e Hkh gSA eq¶r dkuwuh 
lgk;rk] U;k; rd igqap dh okLrfod vo/kkj.kk dk vkSipkfjd 
:i gSA ;g vo/kkj.kk eq[; :i ls ,d O;fä dks viuh f'kdk;rksa 
ds fuokj.k ds fy, U;kf;d eap ij tkus ds vf/kdkj dh :ijs[kk 
çnku djrh gS tks cnys esa dkuwuh lgk;rk }kjk lajf{kr gSA

dkuwuh lgk;rk çeq[k :i ls lekt ds xjhc vkSj fiNM+s 
oxksaZ dks jkT; ds [kpZ ij dkuwuh lgk;rk çnku djus ds fy, 
,d ra= dks lekfgr djrh gS vkSj lkFk gh] cM+s iSekus ij 
tulewg esa ^dkuwuh tkx:drk^ QSyk jgh gS vkSj bl çdkj ls 
ukxfjdksa dks dM+s dkuwuksa ds vfLrRo vkSj mu vf/kdkjksa dks ykxw 
djus ds fy, leku :i ls 'kfä'kkyh ra= ds ckjs esa laosnu'khy 
cukrh gSA bl fopkj us ^yksd vnkyr^ dks vfLrRo esa ykdj 
mPpre LFkku çkIr fd;k gS] tgka iwoZ&eqdnes ds Lrj ij fookn 
vkSj ;gka rd fd yafcr ekeyksa dks lkSgknZiw.kZ <ax ls gy fd;k 
tkrk gS] bl çdkj fnu&çfrfnu cM+h la[;k esa ekeyksa dk 
fuiVku dj ifjorZu yk;k tk jgk gSA

dkuwuh lgk;rk] gekjs lafo/kku ds Lo.kZ f=Hkqt ds nks dksuksa 
ls mRiUu gksrh gS] vFkkZr~ vuqPNsn 14 vkSj vuqPNsn 21 tks Øe'k% 
dkuwu ds le{k lekurk vkSj thou ,oa Lora=rk ds vf/kdkj dh 
xkjaVh gSA vr% U;k; dks eq¶r dkuwuh lgk;rk ds vf/kdkj ds 
ek/;e ls lqxE; cuk;k x;k gSA ;g mYys[kuh; jgsxk D;ksafd 
;g Hkkjr ds fiNM+s oxZ ds yksxksa dks lnk ;g ,glkl fnyk,xk 
fd ladV dh ?kM+h esa Hkh mudk lkFk ugha NksM+k tk,xk vkSj enn 
dk gkFk ges'kk ekStwn jgsxkA

Mkd foHkkx] eq¶r dkuwuh lgk;rk ds vf/kdkj ij Lekjd 
Mkd&fVdV tkjh djrs gq, çlUurk dk vuqHko djrk gSA
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