KAVI MUDDANA

Kavi Muddana whose real name was Nandalike
Lakshminarayaniah (1870-1801) is considered as the Harbinger of
Renaissance in modern Kannada literature, He is called the Dawn
Heralding Cock of Modern Kannada Literature by discerning critics. He
heralded the new era of prose by claiming that poetic genre was dead and
'‘nrose was dear to human heart” in his prose epic 'Shree

amashvamedham'.

Muddana was born in Nandalike, a small historic village
Karkalju in Udupi district in Karnataka on 24th January, 1870. He passed
awai/ on 15th February 1901, He was dejected, friendless, penny less
and less known when he breathed his fast in the small town of Udupi. He
was suffering from tuberculosis which was a Killing disease in those days.
He was one of the best writers and scholars of his day; but unfortunately
this was not acknowledged during his lifetime. To a great extent, he
himself was responsible for this as he had submitted his great works for
publication saying that he had found the manuscripts of works by a
comparatively ancient poet called Muddana in the possession of some
unknown people. Reason for this impersonation is believed to be his fear
that the publishers might reject the manuscripts written by a 'drill master’.
However after his death, great tribute was paid by the Kannada literary
world fo this luckless master poet. After the death of Nandalike
L akshminarayanaiah the admirers and the general public of the Udupi
district gradually began to realise that Muddana was none other than
Nandalike himself.

Muddana has written three modern epics called 'Shree’

Ramashvamedham!, 'Adbhuta Ramayanam’ and 'Shree Rama
Pattabhishekam'. He was also a Yakshagana poet, i.e., one who
composes plays in poetry for the typical theatre called Yakshagana of
coastal Karnataka. His works 'Rathnavathi Kalyana' and 'Kumara Vijaya'
are considered unparalleled Yakshagana poetic works. Apart from these
works Muddana had edited and composed traditional songs to be sung on
different oceasions. He is said to have half finished a modern novel and
was compilin%an encyclopedia at the time of his death. His relatives who
believed that his death was due to his excessive studies, angrily burnt all
his unpublished manuscripts after his death. Nevertheless whatever
remains today is enough to place Muddana as one of the all time greats of
Kannada literature.

ADIKAVI NANNAYA

Vaalmiki is the first poet and his great epic the Ramayana is the
first epic in Sanskrit. In Telugu the first poet is Nannaya and the first epic
poem is the Mahabharatam in Telugu franscreation. Andhras most
affectionately and reverently call Nannaya “Nannaya Bhattaraka™.

NannaKa was the court poet of Raja Narendra (1019-1061AD)
who ruled Vengi kingdom in Andhra Desa prosperously from his capital
city Rajamahendravaram (modern Rajamundry?m East Godavari district
besides — Nannaya was his family priest too. He was the first among the
ten court dignitaries. Further it says that 'Purodhasa’ is well-versed in
Mantra Sastra (Mystical incantations). He is Jitendriya (who conguers his
senses), Krodha, Lobha varjia {rancourless and self-less) Neeti-vida
moralist), Sastrastra Chana Jadept in martial arts), Viyuhabhyasakusala
master of war-science), Sapanugraha Samartha (competent to bless
and curse) and so on. He is mightly enou%h to make the King even afraid
of his wrath and competent 6 replace the king if he goes amoral and
undemocratic bg}another from the King's family. We need know that he is
like Vasishta to Dasaratha in the Ramayana. He was personification of all
righteous effulgence and repertory of all good and noble qualities. In the
exordium of the Telugu Mahabharata we find many personal qualities of
Nannaya but not even a fragment of information about his ancestry. But
historians could some how excavate some details. Nannaya was the son
of Bheemana Bhatta and Bheemana Bhatta was the family priest of
Vimaladitya. Raja Raja succeeded Vimaladitya to the throne, and
Nannaya succeeded to the priesthood. Nannaya was an unrivalled
scholar in Vedas and Vedangas (prosody and grammar etc. ). He was also
a great scholar poet in eight languages. Nannaya made a deep study of
inscriptional style of poetry and prose as we |. With this rich backgrouind

Nannaya with the help of Naryanabhatta pioneered his transcreation of
the Mahabharata in Telugu. The great light that Nannaya lighted has been
diffusing splendid brifliance in every house, nook and comer of Andhra
Desa and it will continue to enlighten it for all time to come.

Nannaya was a sage. He with his heart and soul wished all
progress, prosperity, awareness and enlightenment for his people. He
was courageous and fully confident of his powers to bring the
Mahabharata, Known as the fifth \Veda, into his people's language without
any reservations misconcepions and whims of any kind. His language is
superbly, chaste and pleasant.

DRAKSHARAMAM BHIMESWARATEMPLE

Draksharamam the divine abode of Sri Bhimeswara Swamy
together with his consort Sri Manikyamba is celebrated as the Southern
Kasi (Kasi of South India). This is one among the eight Sakti Pithas
%_Shrmes}. This Draksharama alone is the most prominent one among the
ive araamas in Andhradesa. This Swayambhu (self engendered)
effulgent Linga of Bhimeswara is one among the three 1'”%3,5 which give
the name (epithet) “Trilingadesa” to Andhradesa. This great pilgrim centre
exalted in so many ways is located at a distance of eighteen miles to
Kakinada, the district headquarter of East Godavari District.

There are eighteen Sakti Shrines in India. Five among them are
located in Andhradesa. They are (1) Jogulamba in Alampur 2
Bhramaramba in Srisailam (3) Manikyamba in Draksharama 4
Durgamba in Vijayawada and (5) Purthuthika in Plthapuram. The
ere_sentMamk amba in Draksharama is none other than *Manikye Dakha
atike”. This Manikyamba is Yoga Sakti. She is the repertoire of all
feminine beauty, lovelies, grace and elegance, of all blissfulness and
blessedness, of all fortune and prosElenty. Her shrine was built with
Shaligrama stone (ammonite) and her ‘statue is very unigue and
uncommon. There is a portico before the Mother and in it her vehicle, the
lion moulded of marble. This is briefly the excellence and distinction of
Draksharamam.

The devas killed Tarakasura and split his Amritalinga
(Deathless eternal Lingam) his worshipped deity into five parts and
consecrated and installed them in five different places. The places are (1)
Amararamam- Modern Amaravathi in Guntur District 82) Daksharamam-
Modern Draksharamam in East Godavari District (3) Kumararamam —
Samatkot in East Godavari District Sd) Somaramam — Gunupudi near
Bhimavaram in West Godavari District and (5) Ksheeraramam - Palakole
in West Godavari District. These five are called Pancharamas from days
of yore. There are many epithets to Andhradesa — Tilinga, Tellunga,
Tennuga, Trillinga and several other names are also found. The three
Sivalingas of Srisaila, Kaleswara and Draksharamam made Andhradesa
Trliin%adesa. There are other names also viz. Draksharamam,
Dakshavati and Dakshapuram. The greatness of this pilgrim centre is
described in details in Skanda and Brahmanda puranas. The great Teiugu
g%oet Srinadha “Kavi Sarvabhowma® (sovereign of poets) rendered into

elugu with rare historic facts the entire Sanskrit text of 32 chapters of
Bheemakhandam that describe the greatness of this pilgrim centre,
Skanda purana confirms that here enly the Yagna of Daksha (sacrifice of
Daksha) was destro')qzed. QOur puranas say that Parameswara after
devouring kalakuta (the deadly poLsorg emerged as Bhimanadha (Lord
terrible) and sojourned here only. Satidevi immolated herself in yogagni
{yoga fire), The Mahabharatha says that Arjuna visited this place during
his peregrination of holy places.

Department of Posts is pleased to issue three Commemorative
Postage Stamps on Kavi Muddana, Adikavi Nannaya & Draksharamam
Bhimeswara Temple.
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