Mahatma Hansraj

The DAV College Trust & Management Society, formed by a
group of socially oriented people of Lahore, to raise a memorial
in honor of Swami Dayanand Saraswati, the path maker of Indian
Renaissance in the 19th century, established its first institution
— DAV School, on 1st June, 1886.

Lala Hansraj, a young boy of 22 years, who had just graduated
his degree in Arts, standing 2nd in the Panjab University, came
forward to take up the responsibility of Head Master of DAV
School in the honorary capacity for his whole life.

Born on 19 April, 1864, in a respectable family of a modest
means at a small sleepy old town, Bajwara near Hoshiarpur
(Punjab), Hansraj had his early education at a school in Bajwara
and later on at Hoshiarpur. He joined his elder brother, Shri
Mulkh Raj, who was working in the post office at Lahore. Hansraj
passed his Entrance Examination of Calcutta University and
obtained B.A. degree from Panjab University College, Lahore,
standing 2" in the University. This achievement brought a ray of
hope, as Lala Hansraj could now earn his fortune, in the adverse
pecuniary circumstances of his family, while working on any
coveted position as a government servant.

The Arya Samaj, Lahore, was under immense pressure to
start a DAV School in the memory of Swami Dayanand Saraswati.
The founding fathers were searching for an Indian who could
take up the responsibility of working as Head Master of the
School.

Lala Hansraj by this time had started attending the meetings
of Arya Samaj, Lahore and was deeply impressed by the life and
work of Swami Dayanand Sarawati. He was convinced with the
idea of indigenous effort of educating the youth as envisaged
in the draft resolution of DAV Society. He Understood the
difficulty of the Arya Samaj in finding out an Indian to head the
proposed DAV School. He deliberated upon and came out with an
unflinching resolution of offering his life-time honorary services
as head of DAV School. In 1889, when the 15 College was opened,
he became the 1* Principal of the DAV College, Lahore.

This decision of Lala Hansraj created a history in the then

educational scenario, though, at the cost of hardships to him
and his family. The DAV owes its present status of 1000 vibrant
educational campuses to the solemn resolve of sacrificing all
conveniences of his life, taken so firmly by Lala Hansraj for
the cause of education. He professed and practiced the idea of
education wedded to morality. For his selfless service to the society
and to the relentless attitude of sacrificing all conveniences of
life for the larger good of the society, he was lovingly referred as
Mahatma.

Mahatma Hansraj, an ardent champion of his religion and
a public-spirited person, was rightly identified with the social
and moral revival of India besides his contribution in the field
of education. Mahatma Hansraj played a pivotal role in the
eradication of social evils like casteism, child marriage, female
infanticide, perpetual widowhood, sati pratha. He also played a
rich role in the struggle for national freedom, doing invaluable
service to the nation in the times of earthquakes, famines, floods,
epidemics, communal riots etc.

He was elected as the President of DAV College Managing
Committee for 7 years and also as the President of Arya Pradeshik
Pratinidhi Sabha for 45 years.

Mahatma Hansraj was a prolific writer, profound scholar,
a symbol of simplicity, honesty, sacrifice and dedication. Having
served his nation for more than half a century, Mahatma ji
breathed his last on 15 November, 1938 leaving behind a message
of unflinching faith in Arya Samaj and vaidik principles,
nationalism, self-help and self-sacrifice.

Department of Posts is pleased to issue Commemorative
Postage Stamp on Mahatma Hansraj and appreciates his
contribution in building up a new era of education and in
enlightening the path for many disciples.

Credits:

Stamp/FDC/Brochure : Sh.Suresh Kumar

Cancellation Cachet Smt. Nenu Gupta

Text . Referenced from content provided
by Proponent

S faazforer
BROCHURE

”'4/5; ! N

’// \ L N
’)’{;‘/‘\ \ \\Q\\ K . /) ¥ \ AN '\h\, )
7 4 >)) ’, v y \ \ X\ <
7(‘( ‘\‘\\ //)\\\Q&\ ‘\ i ‘Y‘; \)\
s N\ )
A N ! \ ((] i \W¥ |
ﬂ\_‘r X '/ J N \((I ‘1( SN K s

\ \ A\ AR
ot 2 /) l‘\\‘ N \\\‘ ' \\\ \S

(,:\“\U’“.,ljm

\

HSTHT AT MAHATMA HANSRA]



HBTIAT A

ST Pielsl =N G HEEd AR $T 769 AER & 6B
A & WYE R fhar Ay or| 9 Arrser o, 19df
IATE] H R AR & JOT WWEl S AR B
M H U6 RS B ITIAT B B, 01 S, 1886 BT 70
UE RIS el BT I D |

S g uone favafdene W e dait # g wme
BRI PR BT &1 H Fad Bl [0 < $= arel 22 a6y gar
SATET EARTSH AT AR SR I8i+1 SIdl el & 3fToiia yde-id
YA & ©U § B B BT SR T80T |

BERTST BT O, 19.04.1864 P! BIRFIRYR (US7€) & e
IS ATEdh U BIS, I B & Th AT AR GRAR
H gar | ST Ui Rief—<em ygel aroiarel & Udh faerad
# 3R qIeErd BIRRRYR 4 g3 | 39 418 d AU g9 9Tz AN
o 91 @ UM 8T o, O R & UH STHER H FHIIRA
o | EORIST 7 HeAdl favafdenery & yaer uiefr <ol @t 8k
Toe faeafdenery dierst aER ¥ div @1 & s1fra @1 3iR
fawafaene § fad e o fHaT| SRS & I8 Ui,
e foxig aRRefcdl § IR @ S8 uRIR & oy &
T BT BT gBR Mg TN o/ I8 RPN Wadh & ©U H
ool f T ug R B PR SHfaeaSE B dahd o |

I qHY A FAHS, ATeR WH Sge SR B T
STl Tl B RATAAT B B FAT H AT | ANATSET B AR
TP U WRA B qA J ¥, S T d guEE & w9 H
B B B RIHERI ST 9 |

T Y TP, ATl §ORIST o I FHIST, TTER BT 41l
H enfie B P PR AT o7 3R g8, WhT SATHE AT B
Sia g I BT A AT YA o | T8 Jarsil Bl W@ fRem
Y BT b Ge H ST AR & Hebed AT H RSBl
farameT | qofd: Jead 9 | SBiF I ST N7 WRaTfad Sigd)
hdl & TJd BT HRIR G & oy fHdl MR &1 defre
T ey § o WA B B W DA B weqd HAT iR
SVl T B WA B wU H IMTSET A<D JdTg & PRA
BT AT Hhed fHar| a9 1889 H 59 UgAT Bietsl @iell AT Al
I8 ITH ST Pierel, AER & UIH WeHmER a7 |

ATl BRI & 97 {01 51 deepredi=l deafore aRgwy § -
gfierd &1 gor fha1, geifs S e 39 fofa & aRor S5 e

IRIR DI TAH BTl BT AHAT BT Ul | IadE F SId)
TR B 1000 AFER Weifdrd aRWR € &R s 9, R ©
AT & fofg oo Siad o1 AR gE—giaenll &1 R
FA dTel AT AR & GG AHed BT offdll 2 | =i AfTaag
e @ fIaRERT &7 FAR—IIR B gU 99 Qe # Hg@yw
T ot far | was @ ufa S99 fwarel dar 9@ iR 9T @
TS BT S forg o T g&i &1 afera™ d=A BT S
HqRT & DR & YA A HEAT HEDHR eIl Sl o |

¥ & Yael UETER SR ATST AT Bl AT 3 Sa—HId HETHT
BT, RRe & &3 ¥ 31U AT & I YRA & AHIN S
3R =i griecen & forg fby g bl @ forg o S €
qBTHT & ©U H A gARIS Sl F Siifodre, dre—fadrs,
qrferdT WevrEd, R e iR Wy Sril | gRigdl
& I | HAedqul qfHeT TS | < @ STl B ASls |
Al IFHT AT SR B | HETeHT §ARIST ° &, b,
e & |

RIS EXRIST 7 a9 ddb, SIedl dietol @l Y& affa @
AN el X | AT B 9, 45 99 Tb M uelre ufaffy
[ B 3eheT W R |

HET BARTSl 1 fagel Wwy &l ofed &l fdar | 9 fafkne
PIfe @ fagq 9 3R Arefl, SHFERY, QAT R FHYI & Udid
o | HETHT S ¥ U 99 & ¥ 31 A T I AT B |
15 TR 1938 B S8 A AT < | I 30w G md |HTS
IR e Ragral & Ui oice 4141 9 IgaTe, W Hergdl an
e & faRad ©rs U B

TTh fAUTT, HETHT BRI & I H WIR$ STh—fehe
SIRY R §Y T BT AT Bl & 3R e & & 7 U
T4 G B AU B AR 3D Rl B1 v g bR A
S INTGH B ARTEAT HRT 2 |

AR :

SH—fedme /e faawr: s GRer AR

JmaReT / faeRforaT

famTor o RIS A1

e ©IRAES ERT UG dF TS ARl | Hefid

depatiept 3t
TECHNICAL DATA
HaaT : 500 U
Denomination : 500 p
SR AR B ARG @ 20.04.2024
Date of Release : 20.04.2024
gfed < feme © 301600
Stamps Printed : 301600
q5T Hfehar AL
Printing Process : Wet Offset
EEY : Ifof g oTTerd, BexTeTe
Printer : Security Printing Press, Hyderabad

The philatelic items are available for sale
at Philately Bureaus across India and online at
http: / /www.epostoffice.gov.in /PHILATELY 3D.html

©Td fIUrT, YRd WeR| S6 feHe, ugH fagd
MRV AT o1 fAaRfOrehT & Hadg H FaigdR T
R

©Department of Posts, Government of India. All rights
with respect to the Stamp, First Day Cover and Information
Brochure rest with the Department.

g R 5.00



