
Mahatma Hansraj
The DAV College Trust & Management Society, formed by a 

group of socially oriented people of Lahore, to raise a memorial 
in honor of Swami Dayanand Saraswati, the path maker of Indian 
Renaissance in the 19th century, established its first institution 
— DAV School, on 1st June, 1886.

Lala Hansraj, a young boy of 22 years, who had just graduated 
his degree in Arts, standing 2nd in the Panjab University, came 
forward to take up the responsibility of Head Master of DAV 
School in the honorary capacity for his whole life.

Born on 19th April, 1864, in a respectable family of a modest 
means at a small sleepy old town, Bajwara near Hoshiarpur 
(Punjab), Hansraj had his early education at a school in Bajwara 
and later on at Hoshiarpur. He joined his elder brother, Shri 
Mulkh Raj, who was working in the post office at Lahore. Hansraj 
passed his Entrance Examination of Calcutta University and 
obtained  B.A. degree from Panjab University College, Lahore, 
standing 2nd in the University. This achievement brought a ray of 
hope, as Lala Hansraj could now earn his fortune, in the adverse 
pecuniary circumstances of his family, while working on any 
coveted position as a government servant.

The Arya Samaj, Lahore, was under immense pressure to 
start a DAV School in the memory of Swami Dayanand Saraswati. 
The founding fathers were searching for an Indian who could 
take up the responsibility of working as Head Master of the 
School.

Lala Hansraj by this time had started attending the meetings 
of Arya Samaj, Lahore and was deeply impressed by the life and 
work of Swami Dayanand Sarawati. He was convinced with the 
idea of indigenous effort of educating the youth as envisaged 
in the draft resolution of DAV Society. He Understood the 
difficulty of the Arya Samaj in finding out an Indian to head the 
proposed DAV School. He deliberated upon and came out with an 
unflinching resolution of offering his life-time honorary services 
as head of DAV School.  In 1889, when the 1st College was opened, 
he became the 1st Principal of the DAV College, Lahore.

This decision of Lala Hansraj created a history in the then 

educational scenario, though, at the cost of hardships to him 
and his family. The DAV owes its present status of 1000 vibrant 
educational campuses to the solemn resolve of sacrificing all 
conveniences of his life, taken so firmly by Lala Hansraj for 
the cause of education. He professed and practiced the idea of 
education wedded to morality. For his selfless service to the society 
and to the relentless attitude of sacrificing all conveniences of 
life for the larger good of the society, he was lovingly referred as  
Mahatma. 

Mahatma Hansraj, an ardent champion of his religion and 
a public-spirited person, was rightly identified with the social 
and moral revival of India besides his contribution in the field 
of education. Mahatma Hansraj played a pivotal role in the 
eradication of social evils like casteism, child marriage, female 
infanticide, perpetual widowhood, sati pratha. He also played a 
rich role in the struggle for national freedom, doing invaluable 
service to the nation in the times of earthquakes, famines, floods, 
epidemics, communal riots etc. 

He was elected as the President of DAV College Managing 
Committee for 7 years and also as the President of Arya Pradeshik 
Pratinidhi Sabha for 45 years.

Mahatma Hansraj was a prolific writer, profound scholar, 
a symbol of simplicity, honesty, sacrifice and dedication. Having 
served his nation for more than half a century, Mahatma ji 
breathed his last on 15 November, 1938 leaving behind a message 
of unflinching faith in Arya Samaj and vaidik principles, 
nationalism, self-help and self-sacrifice.

Department of Posts is pleased to issue Commemorative 
Postage Stamp on Mahatma Hansraj and appreciates his 
contribution in building up a new era of education and in 
enlightening the path for many disciples. 
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egkRek galjkt
Mh,oh d‚yst U;kl o çca/ku lkslk;Vh dk xBu ykgkSj ds dqN 

lektlsfo;ksa ds lewg }kjk fd;k x;k FkkA bl lkslkbVh us] 19oha 
'krkCnh esa Hkkjrh; iqutkZxj.k ds ç.ksrk Lokeh n;kuUn ljLorh ds 
lEeku esa ,d Lekjd dh LFkkiuk djus gsrq] 01 twu] 1886 dks vius 
igys laLFkku ^Mh,oh Ldwy* dh LFkkiuk dhA

ml le; iatkc fo'ofo|ky; ls dyk laoxZ esa f}rh; LFkku 
gkfly dj gky gh esa Lukrd dh fMxzh çkIr djus okys 22 o"khZ; ;qok 
ykyk galjkt vkxs vk;s vkSj mUgksaus Mh,oh Ldwy ds vkthou voSrfud 
ç/kkukpk;Z ds :i esa dk;Z djus dk mÙkjnkf;Ro xzg.k fd;kA

galjkt dk tUe] 19-04-1864 dks gksf'k;kjiqj ¼iatkc½ ds fudV 
cktokM+k uked ,d NksVs] 'kkUr dLcs ds ,d lEekfur lk/kkj.k ifjokj 
esa gqvkA mudh çkFkfed f'k{kk&nh{kk igys cktokM+k ds ,d fo|ky; 
esa vkSj rRi'pkr gksf'k;kjiqj esa gqbZA blds ckn os vius cM+s HkkbZ Jh 
eqYd jkt ds ikl jgus yxs] tks ykgkSj ds ,d Mkd?kj esa dk;Zjr 
FksA galjkt us dydÙkk fo'ofo|ky; dh ços'k ijh{kk mÙkh.kZ dh vkSj 
iatkc fo'ofo|ky; d‚yst ykgkSj ls ch, dh fMxzh gkfly dh vkSj 
fo'ofo|ky; esa f}rh; LFkku çkIr fd;kA galjkt dh ;g miyfC/k] 
çfrdwy foÙkh; ifjfLFkfr;ksa ls xqtj jgs muds ifjokj ds fy, ,d 
vk'kk dh fdj.k cudj vkbZ D;ksafd vc og ljdkjh lsod ds :i esa 
fdlh Hkh lEekfur in ij dke dj thfodksiktZu dj ldrs FksA

ml le; vk;Z lekt] ykgkSj Lokeh n;kuan ljLorh dh Le`fr esa 
Mh,oh Ldwy dh LFkkiuk djus ds ç;kl esa FkkA lkslkbVh ds laLFkkid 
,d ,sls Hkkjrh; dh ryk'k esa Fks] tks Ldwy esa ç/kkukpk;Z ds :i esa 
dk;Z djus dh ftEesnkjh mBk ldsA

bl le; rd] ykyk galjkt us vk;Z lekt] ykgkSj dh lHkkvksa 
esa 'kkfey gksuk 'kq: dj fn;k Fkk vkSj og] Lokeh n;kuan ljLorh ds 
thou o muds dk;ksaZ ls vR;ar çHkkfor FksA og ;qokvksa dks Lons'kh f'k{kk 
çnku djus ds laca/k esa Mh,oh lkslkbVh ds ladYi elkSns esa ifjdfYir 
fopkj/kkjk ls iw.kZr% lger FksA mUgksaus vk;Z lekt }kjk çLrkfor Mh,oh 
Ldwy ds usr`Ro dk dk;ZHkkj laHkkyus ds fy, fdlh Hkkjrh; dh ryk'k 
ds laca/k esa vk;Z lekt dks gks jgh dfBukbZ dks eglwl fd;k vkSj 
Mh,oh Ldwy ds çeq[k ds :i esa vkthou voSrfud lsok,a çnku djus 
dk vfMx ladYi fd;kA o"kZ 1889 esa tc igyk d‚yst [kksyk x;k rks 
og mä Mh,oh d‚yst] ykgkSj ds çFke ç/kkukpk;Z cusA

ykyk galjkt ds bl fu.kZ; us rRdkyhu 'kS{kf.kd ifj–'; esa u;s 
bfrgkl dk l`tu fd;k] gkykafd muds bl fu.kZ; ds dkj.k muds 

ifjokj dks reke dfBukb;ksa dk lkeuk djuk iM+kA orZeku esa Mh,oh 
lkslkbVh ds 1000 'kkunkj 'kS{kf.kd ifjlj gSa vkSj bldk Js;] f'k{kk ds 
vfHk;ku ds fy, vius thou dh lkjh lq[k&lqfo/kkvksa dk ifjR;kx 
djus okys ykyk galjkt ds –<+ ladYi dks tkrk gSA mUgksaus uSfrdrkçn 
f'k{kk dh fopkj/kkjk dk çpkj&çlkj djrs gq, ml fn'kk esa egRoiw.
kZ dk;Z fd;kA lekt ds çfr muds fu%LokFkZ lsok Hkko vkSj lekt ds 
O;kid dY;k.k ds fy, vius lHkh lq[kksa dk cfynku djus dh mudh 
ço`fÙk ds dkj.k mUgsa çse ls ^egkRek* dgdj cqyk;k tkrk FkkA 

/keZ ds çcy i{k/kj vkSj lekt lsok dh Hkkouk ls vksr&çksr egkRek 
galjkt] f'k{kk ds {ks= esa vius ;ksxnku ds lkFk&lkFk Hkkjr ds lekftd 
vkSj uSfrd iqu:RFkku ds fy, fd, x, dk;ksaZ ds fy, tkus tkrs gSaA 
egkRek ds :i esa lqfo[;kr galjkt th us tkfrokn] cky&fookg] 
ckfydk H:.kgR;k] fpj oS/kO; vkSj lrh çFkk tSlh lkekftd cqjkb;ksa 
ds mUewyu esa egRoiw.kZ Hkwfedk fuHkkbZA ns'k dh vktknh dh yM+kbZ esa 
Hkh mudk ;ksxnku vfoLej.kh; gSA egkRek galjkt us HkwdEi] vdky] 
ck<+] egkekjh] lkaçnkf;d fgalk vkfn ds le; esa jk"Vª dks vewY; lsok,a 
çnku dhA

egkRek galjkt 7 o"kZ rd] Mh,oh d‚yst dh çca/ku lfefr ds 
euksuhr v/;{k jgsA lkFk gh os] 45 o"kZ rd vk;Z çknsf'kd çfrfuf/k 
lHkk ds v/;{k Hkh jgsA

egkRek galjkt us foiqy Lo:i dk ys[ku dk;Z fd;kA os fof'k"V 
dksfV ds fo}ku Fks vkSj lknxh] bZekunkjh] R;kx vkSj leiZ.k ds çrhd 
FksA egkRek th us ipkl o"kZ ls Hkh vf/kd le; rd jk"Vª lsok dhA 
15 uoEcj 1938 dks mUgksaus vafre lkal yhA os vius ihNs vk;Z lekt 
vkSj oSfnd fl)kUrksa ds çfr vVwV J)k o jk"Vªokn] Lo;a lgk;rk rFkk 
vkRecfynku dh fojklr NksM+ x, gSaA 

Mkd foHkkx] egkRek galjkt ds lEeku esa Lekjd Mkd&fVdV 
tkjh djrs gq, çlUurk dk vuqHko djrk gS vkSj f'k{kk ds {ks= esa ,d 
u;s ;qx dk lw=ikr djus vkSj vusd f'k";ksa dk iFk çn'kZu djus esa 
muds ;ksxnku dh ljkguk djrk gSA
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