
National Centre for Polar  
and Ocean Research

The National Centre for Polar and Ocean 
Research (NCPOR) is a leading Indian institution 
dedicated to polar and ocean research, operating 
under the Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES). 
Established in 1992 in Vasco-Da-Gama, Goa, as 
the Antarctic Study Centre to support the Indian 
Antarctic Expeditions. This early focus on Antarctic 
logistics laid the foundation for its evolution into a 
prominent scientific research hub.

Since its inception, NCPOR has undergone 
significant transformation. Initially a logistics 
support base, it expanded its focus to encompass 
polar, oceanic, and Himalayan environments, with 
core expertise in cryosphere studies and polar 
operations. The centre moved to a new, dedicated 
campus in Goa in 1996, a facility dedicated to the 
nation on April 5, 2000. This milestone marked the 
beginning of an expanded research mandate. Over 
time, NCPOR broadened its research portfolio to 
include Oceanography, Arctic studies, and Himalayan 
research. This growth led to its rebranding as the 
National Centre for Antarctic and Ocean Research 
(NCAOR), and eventually in 2018, it was renamed 
the National Centre for Polar and Ocean Research to 
better reflect its comprehensive scope.

NCPOR’s multi-dimensional mandate 
encompasses the management of all scientific and 
logistical aspects of India’s annual expeditions to 
the Antarctic, Arctic, and Southern Ocean. This 
includes overseeing the operations and maintenance 

of the Indian research bases—Maitri and Bharati in 
Antarctica, Himadri in the Arctic, and Himansh in the 
Himalayas—which serve as vital centres for extensive 
research on climate change and environmental 
dynamics. Adding to the significance of these 
stations, the Department of Posts established a post 
office at the Maitri research station on 26 January 
1990, and more recently opened a second branch at 
the Bharati research station on 5 April 2024, where 
members of the 43rd Indian Scientific Expedition to 
Antarctica (ISEA) nominated as Branch Postmasters. 
Beyond polar and high-altitude operations, NCPOR 
is heavily involved in geoscientific research within 
India's Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) and extended 
continental shelf. The centre conducts comprehensive 
surveys and is engaged in deep-sea drilling through 
the Integrated Ocean Drilling Program (IODP), 
exploring non-living oceanic resources like gas 
hydrates and multi-metal sulphides. These activities 
are integral to the Government of India's Deep Ocean 
Mission.

Over the past 25 years, NCPOR has established 
itself as a pivotal player, contributing critical insights 
to global climate change and marine ecosystem 
research, fostering international collaborations, and 
advancing scientific knowledge. Department of Posts 
is releasing a commemorative postage stamp on 
NCPOR’s remarkable 25-year journey.
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NATIONAL CENTRE FOR POLAR AND OCEAN RESEARCH

jk’Vªh; /kzqoh; ,oa leqnzh vuqla/kku dsUnz



jk"Vªh; /kzqoh; ,oa leqæh vuqla/kku dsUæ
jk"Vªh; /kzqoh; ,oa leqæh vuqla/kku dsUæ ¼,ulhihvksvkj½( 

i`Foh foKku ea=ky; ¼,evksbZ,l½ ds v/khu dk;Zjr gSA ;g 
/kzqoh; vkSj leqæh vuqla/kku dks lefiZr ,d vxz.kh Hkkjrh; 
laLFkku gSA o"kZ 1992 esa okLdks&Mh&xkek] xksok esa vaVkdZfVd 
v/;;u dsUæ ds :i esa LFkkfir bl laLFkku dk mís'; 
Hkkjrh; vaVkdZfVd vfHk;kuksa esa lg;ksx djuk FkkA vaVkdZfVd 
y‚ftLfVDl ds {ks= esa bl laLFkku ds vkjafHkd dk;ksaZ us bls 
çeq[k oSKkfud vuqla/kku dsUæ ds :i esa mHkjus esa enn dhA

,ulhihvksvkj dh 'kq#vkr ds ckn bles a dkQh 
egRoiw.k Z cnyko gq, gSaA vkjaHk esa y‚ftfLVDl lgk;rk dsUæ 
ds :i esa dk;Z djus ds i'pkr blus fgeeaMy ¼Øk;ksLQs;j½ 
v/;;u vkSj /kzqoh; çpkyu ds {ks= esa viuh fo'ks"kKrk ds cy 
ij vius dk;Z{ks= dks /kzqoh;] leqæh] vkSj fgeky;h i;kZoj.k 
rd foLrkfjr fd;kA o"kZ 1996 esa ;g dsUæ xksok esa ,d u, 
lefiZr ifjlj esa LFkkukarfjr gks x;kA ftls 5 vçSy] 2000 dks 
jk"Vª dk s lefi Zr fd;k x;kA blds lkFk gh ^foLrkfjr 
vuqla/kku vf/kns'k* ij dk;Z dh 'kq:vkr gqbZA le; ds 
lkFk&lkFk] ,ulhihvksvkj us vius vuqla/kku iksVZQksfy;ks 
esa foLrkj djrs gq, leqæ&foKku] vkdZfVd v/;;u] vkSj 
fgeky;h vuqla/kku ij dk;Z djuk 'kq: fd;kA bl çxfr 
ds QyLo:i bl laLFkku dks jk"Vªh; vaVkdZfVd vkSj leqæh 
vuqla/kku dsUæ ¼,ulh,vksvkj½ uke fn;k x;k] vkSj var esa] o"kZ 
2018 esa blds O;kid dk;Z{ks= dks csgrj <ax ls çfrfcfEcr 
djrs gq, bldk uke cnydj ^jk"Vªh; /kzqoh; ,oa leqæh 
vuqla/kku dsUæ* dj fn;k x;kA

,ulhihvksvkj ds cgqvk;keh vf/kns'k esa vaVkdZfVd] 
vkdZfVd] vkSj nf{k.kh /kzqo lkxj {ks= esa Hkkjr ds okf"kZd 
vfHk;kuksa ds fy, lHkh çdkj ds oSKkfud vkSj y‚ftfLVDl 
igyqvksa dk çca/ku djuk 'kkfey gSA blesa Hkkjrh; vuqla/kku 
dsUæksa % vaVkdZfVdk esa ̂ eS=h* vkSj ̂ Hkkjrh*] vkdZfVd esa ̂ fgekæh*] 
vkSj fgeky; esa ^fgeka'k* ds çpkyu vkSj j[kj[kko dk i;Zos{k.k 

djuk Hkh 'kkfey gS tks tyok;q ifjorZu vkSj i;kZoj.kh; 
xfr'khyrk ij O;kid vuqla/kku ds fy, egRoiw.kZ dsUæ ds 
:i esa dke djrs gSaA bu dsUnzksa ds egRo dks c<+krs gq,] 
Mkd foHkkx us 26 tuojh 1990 dks eS=h vuqla/kku dsUnz ij 
,d Mkd?kj dh LFkkiuk dh] vkSj gky gh esa 5 vçSy 2024 
dks Hkkjrh vuqla/kku dsUnz ij ,d nwljh 'kk[kk [kksyh] tgka 
vaVkdZfVdk ds fy, 43osa Hkkjrh; oSKkfud vfHk;ku ¼vkbZ,lbZ,½ 
ds lnL;ksa dks 'kk[kk iksLVekLVj ds :i esa ukfer fd;k x;kA 
/kzqoh; vkSj vR;f/kd ÅapkbZ okys {ks=ksa ls lacaf/kr vuqla/kku 
esa çpkyuxr lgk;rk çnku djus ds vykok] ,ulhihvksvkj 
Hkkjr ds vuU; vkfFkZd tksu ¼bZbZtsM+½ vkSj foLrkfjr egk}hih; 
'ksYQ esa Hkw&oSKkfud vuqla/kku ds {ks= esa cM+h rYyhurk ls 
dk;Z dj jgk gSA ;g dsUæ O;kid losZ{k.k vk;ksftr djrk gS 
vkSj vthfor leqæh lalk/kuksa tSls xSl gkbMªsV~l] vkSj cgq& 
/kkrqbZ lYQkbM~l dh [kkst djus gsrq ,dh—r egklkxj fMªfyax 
dk;ZØe ¼vkbZvksMhih½ ds ek/;e ls xgjs leqæ esa fMªfyax ds 
dk;Z esa yxk gqvk gSA ;s xfrfof/k;ka Hkkjr ljdkj ds xgu 
leqæh vfHk;ku dk vfHkUu fgLlk gSaA 

fiNys 25 o"kksaZ esa] ,ulhihvksvkj us oSf'od tyok;q 
ifjorZu vkSj leqæh ikfjfLFkfrdh ra= laca/kh vuqla/kku ds {ks= 
esa egRoiw.kZ xw< tkudkjh lk>k djus] varjjk"Vªh; lg;ksx 
dks etcwr cukus] vkSj oSKkfud 'kks/k dks ubZ Å¡pkb;ksa ij ys 
tkus esa egRoiw.kZ Hkwfedk fuHkkrs gq, Lo;a dks bl {ks= esa ,d 
egRoiw.kZ laLFkku ds :i esa LFkkfir fd;k gSA Mkd foHkkx 
jk"Vªh; /kzqoh; ,oa leqæh vuqla/kku dsUæ ¼,ulhihvksvkj½ 
dh 25 o"kZ dh foy{k.k ;k=k ij Lekjd Mkd fVdV tkjh 
dj jgk gSA 
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