
National School of Drama
The National School of Drama (NSD) is one of the foremost 

theatre training institutions in the world and the only one of its 
kind in India. Established in 1959 as a constituent unit of the Sangeet 
Natak Akademi, NSD became an independent entity in 1975. It 
was registered as an autonomous organisation under the Societies 
Registration Act XXI of 1860 and is fully financed by the Ministry of 
Culture, Government of India. Over the past 50 years, NSD has played 
a crucial role in shaping contemporary theatre by providing rigorous 
training and fostering artistic excellence among aspiring theatre 
practitioners.

NSD offers a highly intensive, thorough, and well-structured 
three-year training programme that integrates theory with practice. 
The curriculum is meticulously designed to cover every aspect 
of theatre, drawing inspiration from the methods of renowned 
theatre personalities. The training includes systematic studies of 
Sanskrit drama, modern Indian drama, traditional Indian theatre 
forms, Asian drama, and Western dramatic protocols, ensuring 
that students gain a holistic perspective on theatre arts. As part of 
their training, students produce and perform plays, enhancing their 
practical learning experience and engaging with audiences.

NSD has two major performing wings: the Repertory Company 
and the Theatre-in-Education (TIE) Company, each contributing 
uniquely to theatres in India and beyond.

The NSD Repertory Company was established in 1964 to provide 
a professional platform for graduates of the school. Initially starting 
with four artists—Shri Ramamurthy, Ms Meena Williams, Ms Sudha 
Shivpuri, and Shri Om Shivpuri—the company has since evolved into 
a major institution within NSD. It regularly stages contemporary, 
modern, and experimental plays, offering theatre lovers a rich and 
diverse experience. The company also organises its own annual 
festival, presenting past and new productions each summer. 

Founded on 16 October 1989, the Theatre-in-Education 
Company, also known as ‘Sanskar Rang Toli’, is one of the most 
significant theatre education resource centres in India. This wing is 
composed of actor-teachers who perform and engage with children 
in schools. The plays created under Theatre-in-Education (TIE) are 
designed to be interactive, curriculum-based, and age-appropriate, 
fostering creativity and critical thinking among students. Since its 
inception, the TIE Company has performed over 800 shows of 26 
plays across India, reaching more than 5.5 lakh children, as well as 
educators, parents, and theatre enthusiasts.

NSD is also actively involved in theatre outreach and education 
through its Extension Programme and Traditional Theatre Project.

Launched in 1978, the Extension Programme aims to 
decentralise theatre training by conducting workshops in different 
parts of India and neighbouring countries like Nepal, and Bhutan. 
These workshops not only introduce participants to theatre but also 
contribute to their personality development and emotional growth.

The Traditional Theatre Project, initiated in 1980, bridges the 
gap between traditional and contemporary theatre. It facilitates 
creative collaborations between traditional artists and modern 
theatre practitioners, ensuring that India’s rich theatrical heritage 
continues to inspire new generations of performers.

NSD also plays a vital role in theatre literature through its 
Publication Unit, which publishes textbooks, translates significant 
theatre works from English to Hindi, and brings out research-based 
publications on theatre. One of its major publications, Rang Yatra, 
documents the history of the NSD Repertory Company from 1964 
onwards. By 2010, the unit had published 82 books on drama and 
related subjects, further enriching India’s theatre discourse.

Having completed 50 years as an autonomous organisation, 
NSD continues to shape the future of theatre in India. As part of 
its commitment to theatre excellence, NSD organises Bharat Rang 
Mahotsav, India’s largest theatre festival. Launched in 1999, this 
prestigious festival has reached its 25th edition, marking a milestone 
in Indian theatre.

The National School of Drama stands as a beacon of excellence 
in theatre education, training, and performance. As it celebrates 
50 years of excellence, NSD continues to uphold its legacy while 
adapting to the evolving world of theatre. The institution remains 
dedicated to enriching the arts, inspiring creativity, and fostering 
new talent for years to come.

The Department of Posts is proud to release a souvenir sheet 
to commemorate 50 years of autonomy of National School of Drama 
alongwith sliver jubilee celebration of Bharat Rang Mahotsav. This 
souvenir sheet serves as a tribute to NSD’s invaluable contributions 
to performing arts, education and cultural heritage. 
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jk"Vªh; ukV~; fo|ky;
jk"Vªh; ukV~; fo|ky; ¼,u,lMh½] fo'o dh vxz.kh jaxeap çf'k{k.k 

laLFkkvksa esa ls ,d gSA ;g] Hkkjr esa viuh rjg dh ,dek= laLFkk gS] ftls 
1959 esa laxhr ukVd vdknseh dh la?kVd bdkbZ ds :i esa LFkkfir fd;k 
x;k FkkA rRi'pkr] 1975 esa bls Lok;Ùk laLFkk dk :i fn;k x;kA 1860 ds 
lkslk;Vh jftLVªhdj.k vf/kfu;e XXI ds varxZr ,d Lok;Ùk'kklh laxBu ds 
:i esa iath—r ,u,lMh] iw.kZ :i ls laL—fr ea=ky;] Hkkjr ljdkj }kjk 
foÙk&iksf"kr gSA fiNys 50 o"kksaZ esa] jk"Vªh; ukV~; fo|ky; us ledkyhu fFk,Vj 
dks vkdkj nsus esa egRoiw.kZ Hkwfedk fuHkkbZ gSA ;g] Hkkoh jaxdfeZ;ksa dks xgu 
çf'k{k.k çnku dj mudh dykRed mR—"Vrk dks çksRlkfgr djrk gSA 

jk"Vªh; ukV~; fo|ky;] fl)kar ,oa vH;kl ds lekos'k okyk ,d xgu] 
O;kid vkSj lqfu;ksftr rhu o"khZ; çf'k{k.k dk;ZØe pykrk gSA jaxeap dh 
lqfo[;kr gfLr;ksa dh vfHku; i)fr;ksa ls çsfjr bl ikBîØe dk fMtkbu] 
jaxeap ds lHkh igyqvksa dks lekfgr djrk gSA  çf'k{k.k ds nkSjku Nk=ksa dks laL—r 
ukVd] vk/kqfud Hkkjrh; ukVd] ikjaifjd Hkkjrh; jaxeap ¼fFk,Vj½ ds fofHkUu 
:i] ,f'k;kbZ ukVd vkSj ik'pkR; ukV~; rduhdksa ds ckjs esa crk;k tkrk gS] 
rkfd mUgsa fFk,Vj dyk ds laca/k esa lexz tkudkjh çkIr gks ldsA çf'k{k.k ds 
nkSjku Nk= ukVdksa dk fuekZ.k ,oa eapu djrs gSaA bl çdkj] os vius f'k{k.k 
ds vuqHko dks le`) cukrs gq, n'kZdksa ds lkFk tqM+us dh dyk Hkh lh[krs gSaA

jk"Vªh; ukV~; fo|ky; ds nks çeq[k çLrqfr foax gSa % jaxeaMy ¼jsiVZjh 
daiuh½ vkSj fFk,Vj&bu&,tqds'ku ¼VhvkbZbZ½ daiuh vkSj ;s nksuksa gh ns'k ds 
lkFk&lkFk fons'kksa esa Hkh fFk,Vj ds {ks= esa viuk vuwBk ;ksxnku ns jgs gSaA 

,u,lMh jaxeaMy dh LFkkiuk 1964 esa Ldwy ls xzstq,V gksus okys Nk=ksa 
ds fy, ,d is'ksoj eap miyC/k djokus ds –f"Vdks.k ls dh xbZ FkhA 'kq#vkr esa 
pkj dykdkjksa & Jh jkeewfrZ] lqJh ehuk fofy;El] lqJh lq/kk f'koiqjh vkSj Jh 
vkse f'koiqjh ds lkFk 'kq: gqbZ ;g daiuh] vkt ,u,lMh dh ,d çeq[k laLFkk 
cu xbZ gSA jaxeaMy fu;fer :i ls ledkyhu] vk/kqfud vkSj ç;ksxkRed 
ukVdksa dk eapu dj fFk,Vj çsfe;ksa ds fy, le`) ,oa fofo/krkiw.kZ vuqHko çnku 
djrk gSA daiuh }kjk gj o"kZ xzh"edky esa vius okf"kZdksRlo dk vk;kstu fd;k 
tkrk gS] ftlesa iqjkus ,oa u, ukVdksa dh çLrqfr nh tkrh gSA

16 väwcj 1989 dks LFkkfir fFk,Vj&bu&,tqds'ku daiuh dks ^laLdkj 
jax Vksyh^ ds uke ls Hkh tkuk tkrk gSA ;g] Hkkjr ds lcls egRoiw.kZ fFk,Vj 
f'k{kk lalk/ku dsaæksa esa ls ,d gSA bl foax esa vfHkusrk vkSj f'k{kd Ldwyh 
cPpksa ds lkFk dke djrs gq, ukVdksa dk eapu djrs gSaA fFk,Vj&bu&,tqds'ku 
¼VhvkbZbZ½ ds rgr cPpksa dks /;ku esa j[krs gq, baVjSfDVo] ikBîØe&vk/kkfjr ,oa 
vk;q&vuqdwy ukVd cuk, tkrs gSa] rkfd muesa jpukRedrk vkSj vkykspukRed 
{kerk dk fodkl fd;k tk ldsA viuh LFkkiuk ls vc rd] VhvkbZbZ us 26 
ukVdksa ds 800 ls vf/kd 'kks fd, gSaA buds ek/;e ls VhvkbZbZ us ns'kHkj esa 5-5 
yk[k ls vf/kd cPpksa ds lkFk&lkFk f'k{kdksa] vfHkHkkodksa vkSj jaxeap çsfe;ksa ds 
chp viuh igqap dk foLrkj fd;k gSA 

jk"Vªh; ukV~; fo|ky; vius foLrkj dk;ZØeksa vkSj ikjaifjd fFk,Vj ifj;kstukvksa 
ds ek/;e ls fFk,Vj vkmVjhp ,oa f'k{k.k esa Hkh lfØ; :i ls 'kkfey gSA

1978 esa 'kq: fd, x, bl foLrkj dk;ZØe dk mís'; fFk,Vj çf'k{k.k 
dks fodsaæh—r djuk gSA blds varxZr ns'k ds fofHkUu fgLlksa ds lkFk&lkFk 
iM+kslh ns'kksa tSls usiky vkSj HkwVku esa Hkh dk;Z'kkyk,a vk;ksftr dh tkrh gSaA ;s 
dk;Z'kkyk,a u dsoy çfrHkkfx;ksa dks jaxeap ls ifjfpr djkrh gSa] cfYd muds 
O;fäRo vkSj HkkoukRed fodkl esa Hkh ;ksxnku nsrh gSaA 

1980 esa 'kq: dh xbZ ikjaifjd fFk,Vj ifj;kstuk] ikjaifjd ,oa ledkyhu 
fFk,Vj ds chp dM+h dk dke djrh gSA ;g] ikjaifjd dykdkjksa vkSj vk/kqfud 
fFk,Vj&dfeZ;ksa ds chp jpukRed lg;ksx dks lqxe cukrh gS rFkk lqfuf'pr 
djrh gS fd Hkkjr dh le`) jaxeaph; fojklr ubZ ih<+h ds dykdkjksa dks 
çsfjr djrh jgsA

jk"Vªh; ukV~; fo|ky;] viuh çdk'ku bdkbZ ds ek/;e ls jaxeap lkfgR; 
dks le`) cukus esa Hkh egRoiw.kZ Hkwfedk vnk djrk gSA ;g bdkbZ] fFk,Vj ij 
fofHkUu 'kks/k iqLrdsa ,oa  ikBî&iqLrdsa çdkf'kr djus ds lkFk&lkFk fFk,Vj 
ls tqM+s egRoiw.kZ dk;ksaZ dk vaxzsth ls fganh vuqokn Hkh djrh gSA ^jax ;k=k* 
bldk ,d çeq[k çdk'ku gS] ftlesa 1964 ls ,u,lMh jaxeaMy ds bfrgkl dks 
n'kkZ;k x;k gSA blds vfrfjDr] bl bdkbZ }kjk 2010 rd ukVd ,oa lacaf/kr 
fo"k;ksa ij 82 iqLrdsa çdkf'kr dh tk pqdh gSa] ftlls Hkkjrh; jaxeap foe'kZ 
vkSj Hkh le`) gqvk gSA 

Lok;Rr laxBu ds :i esa 50 o"kZ iwjs dj pqdk ,u,lMh] vkt Hkh Hkkjr 
esa fFk,Vj ds Hkfo"; dks vkdkj nsus esa egRoiw.kZ Hkwfedk fuHkk jgk gSA fFk,Vj 
ds {ks= esa mR—"Vrk ds çfr viuh çfrc)rk ds Hkkx ds :i esa ,u,lMh] Hkkjr 
dk lcls cM+k fFk,Vj QsfLVoy ^Hkkjr jax egksRlo* vk;ksftr djrk gSA 1999 
esa 'kq: fd;k x;k ;g QsfLVoy 25 o"kZ iwjs dj jgk gS] tksfd Hkkjrh; jaxeap 
dh ,d cM+h miyfC/k gSA

,u,lMh] fFk,Vj f'k{kk] çf'k{k.k vkSj eapu ds {ks= esa mR—"Vrk dk çrhd gSA 
mR—"Vrk ds 50 o"kZ iwjs dj pqdk ;g laLFkku] viuh fojklr dks cuk, j[kus 
ds lkFk&lkFk] jaxeap ds cnyrs Lo:i ds vuqlkj Hkh Lo;a dks <ky jgk gSA jk"Vªh; 
ukV~; fo|ky;] Hkfo"; esa Hkh dyk dks le`) cukus] jpukRedrk dks c<+kok 
nsus vkSj ubZ çfrHkkvksa ds fodkl dh fn'kk esa dk;Z djus ds çfr lefiZr gSA 

Mkd foHkkx] fFk,Vj dyk ds {ks= esa çf'k{k.k nsus ,oa blds laoZ/ku dks 
c<+kok nsus ds çfr lefiZr Hkkjr dh çeq[k laLFkkvksa esa ls ,d ^jk"Vªh; ukV~; 
fo|ky;* dh Lok;Ùkrk ds 50 o"kZ iw.kZ gksus rFkk Hkkjr jax egksRlo dh jtr 
ta;rh ds volj ij Lekjd Mkd&fVdV tkjh djrs gq, xoZ dk vuqHko djrk 
gSA ;g Mkd&fVdV] dyk] f'k{kk vkSj lkaL—frd /kjksgj ds {ks= esa ,u,lMh ds 
vewY; ;ksxnku dks çfrfcafcr djrk gSA 
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