100 Years of the Ol Chiki Script by Pandit Raghunath Murmu

The OI Chiki script, developed in 1925 by Pandit
Raghunath Murmu, represents a landmark achievement in
India’s tradition of indigenous linguistic innovation. Born
on 5 May 1905 in Dandbose village of Mayurbhanj
(present-day Odisha), Pandit Raghunath Murmu was
deeply concerned by the absence of an independent and
scientific script for the Santali language. Motivated by this
need, he devised Ol Chiki as a structured and phonetic
writing system capable of accurately reflecting the
linguistic character of Santali. Through this script, he
authored plays, songs, textbooks, and teaching materials
that enabled literacy and cultural awareness among the
masses. Revered as Guru Gomke, he emerged as a pioneer
of cultural revival and intellectual self-expression. He
passed away on 1 February 1982, leaving behind a legacy

that continues to inspire generations.

Before the introduction of Ol Chiki, Santali—one
of India’s largest tribal languages—was predominantly
sustained through oral traditions and written using
Bengali, Odia, or Roman scripts. The invention of Ol
Chiki provided Santali with an independent identity and
ensured clear representation of its phonetic structure. The
script was formally presented for the first time at the
Mayurbhanj State Exhibition in 1939, marking an
important milestone in its wider recognition and

acceptance.

From the mid-twentieth century onwards, Ol Chiki
became a powerful medium for literary, educational, and

cultural advancement. Writers, teachers, artists, and

cultural activists adopted it as a symbol of dignity, self-
respect, and modernization. The script facilitated the
publication of novels, poetry, grammar books, children’s
literature, magazines, and theatrical works, while also
strengthening efforts to document folklore and oral
traditions. These sustained developments ultimately
contributed to the inclusion of the Santali language in the
Eighth Schedule of the Constitution of India through the
92nd Constitutional (Amendment) Act on 22 December

2003.
Beyond its linguistic function, the Ol Chiki script

has played a vital role in reinforcing cultural identity,
community confidence, and knowledge traditions across
Jharkhand, Odisha, West Bengal, Assam, and other
regions. Today, it is widely used in education, research,
public signage, cultural festivals, and institutional

emblems, serving as a living symbol of Santali heritage.

The Department of Posts is pleased to issue a
commemorative postage stamp to mark the centenary of
the Ol Chiki script, honouring its creator and celebrating
this distinctive cultural legacy, while reaffirming the
nation’s commitment to linguistic diversity and inclusive

cultural heritage.
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| 100 YEARS OF OL CHIKI SCRIPT

~ BY PANDIT RAGHUNATH MURMU
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100 Years of Ol Chiki Script

by Pandit Raghunath Murmu
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UfET AT HH gRT 1925 ¥ fAHRid e forat ferf,
IR & WaEll 99 Ay & WRT # U Yfeiie
IUATT & | 5 {1 1905 DI AIRHGT (Gcior Nfeem) & Ssar
A H S, UfSd g G BT FATl W B wWaF 3R
IS fIfy = 89 &7 a7 &9 o7 | 39 HH B IR A B
fog S8l Herrel! & WuTE aRE &1 |9cie wu ¥ ufafdfad
B H e, U WA 3R ea=aTcHAD ol Jorel] I iia
@1 Sl o el & wu H wfafted g8 | 39 faf o wee 9
I AT, Md fore, ureaywds iR fRueor arnfl R &,
Sl BIATAR H ST & §ra AIERAT IR A IId ST
BT ARTH 1 | WAl & Aipidd JToguR 3R difgd
JAMA—INMAAIT & 3T AR o MW 9| gl
GRS XgATT §H BT (e 1 WRas 1982 Pl 83T | I 370+ UIe
Ul w9 favmad Brs ¢ o guf | difeal & aRkd w1
RER |

3T Tora] BT YHATT A Ugel, FeATell AT 9IRT &I Fad
TSI Tfearyy wrwiell § ¥ US ofi | I8 & U A HIRID
INORT TR SMemRd off iR g9 d97el, Sifear aremEr 9=
fofy &1 7eg | foar Smar o | e I & enfashR =
FATAT BT w7 UgaT fAaTe 3R SHDT sa=qTcHd AT Bl
IR Tfaf=er 991 | 337 fo1f &1 SiuarRe wU | Ugell IR
T 1939 H HIRWS TS U H IR (6T 1T | ST S
ATH AT R WIHid fea™  7g@ayqel #iid & IR
AT ga |

dl TR @ "9 W, MA@ Afefcad, e
IR ARGRIE I & Udh ARHATC! ARIH I S¥IT |
dE®l, Riedl, daraRl iR ARGae dRiwdl 1 9
TRAT, AT AR SMYFBIHIOT & Tlid & wd A

YT | B ff 9 dael SUITH, DI, STHROT Bl YIDI,
91 e, TF-—uFde AR ey Alfecd & YHeH Bl
qegd 997 dfed $UH dAlpdnael iR Hikgd RuReh &
SRATISNRRT & JATAT T Y e o | 31 foafy # fang g
FRAOR Jord 3iR g9 [AdRid Wwy S 22 faHaR, 2003 HI
92 & HfAe= (Aemer) SrfSfras & AT | FRATHT HTHT Br
TR AR a1 edl ST # wnfie e § FEget
ANTET el |

Me—frasT forf =1 JTU=T HIyTE IcpedT &1 BT Bl
AT TgdT, RIS ATHATATH 3R ST+ URuR13I Bl
A HY1 H AT Agcayol e FTE © | adad ¥, 39 fafy
BT Rief, IgEe™, Arc=e Aawl, AN Tdibl 3R
AEpiadh Iqal § S wU H TN fhar Srdm & | I8
HeITell SH—iad & 9qg fORd & Siidd udld & wu o
BT HRATE |

1 famT aTg fafqerar ofiR wraeht |ivefas favmad
& Ui <21 @1 wfdagar @1 gfie w-d g, sira—fas! forf &
ATl 99 & IR R HRD S[h—fedhe SN HRd 8Y
TRIT T AT BRIl & | I8 RS STh—fedhe 59 faft &
TfcraTed SR 39 faRre Aipiad fRmad & afdy = &1
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