
Pa Togan Nengminza Sangma

The Garo Hills is predominantly inhabited by 
the Garos, belonging to the Tibeto-Burman race. The 
Garos call themselves as Achiks and the land they 
inhabit as the Achikland.

From time immemorial, the Garos had been 
living as an independent tribe in the present day 
Garo Hills of Meghalaya.  Togan N. Sangma was born 
at Samanda Village of present East Garo Hills District.

When Togan was at the prime of his life, the 
British had already occupied major portion of Garo 
Hills which were created into a District by passing 
the Garo Hills District Act 1869. However, there were 
more than sixty Garo villages of the most interior 
parts of Garo Hills which were still independent 
including Togan’s and his co-leader Gilsang Dalbot 
Sangma’s villages of Samanda and Dalbot-Kalkagre 
respectively. 

An opportune moment was created by Togan and 
Gilsang and other independent Nokmas who took 
revenge on those villages which submitted to the 
British Authority. Another event that followed was 
that a Khalasi who accompanied the British Survey 
Party led by Major Godwin Austen was killed in 1871 
by the independent Garos. This was taken by the 
British as a challenge to their authority. Therefore, in 
order to bring order, the British Government decided 
to annex the entire Garo villages. Togan, Gilsang and 
other Nokmas vowed to offer resistance even at the 
risk of their lives.

In the battle of Chisobibra, the independent 
Garos made a wild charge on the British camp.  
Despite being ill-equipped, he came up with the idea 
of using huge shields made of plantain stems that 
could stop bullets from hitting the Garo warriors. He 
fell fighting with unmatched heroism and courage in 
December, 1872.  

Pa Togan Sangma is immortalised at the martyr’s 
column in Shillong, where his name is enshrined 
along with U Tirot Sing and U Kiang Nongbah, the 
gallant heroes of the Khasis and Jaintias. 

To commemorate the valore and courage of this 
great warrior of Meghalaya, the State Government 
instituted, Pa Togan Sangma State Awards for the 
best Social Services.  Also every year, 12th December,  
Death Anniversary of Pa Togan Sangma is celebrated 
as State holiday.

Department of Posts is pleased to issue 
Commemorative Postage Stamp on Pa Togan Sangma, 
the great Garo tribal leader who resorted to guerrilla 
tactics against the British and fought for the pride of 
his people. 
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ik rksxu usaxfeatk laxek

xkjks igkfM+‍;ksa ij eq[; :i ls frCcrh&ceZu tkfr 
dh xkjks tutkfr fuokl djrh gSA xkjks yksx [kqn dks 
vfpd dgrs gSa vkSj ftl {ks= esa os fuokl djrs gSa] mls 
vfpdySaM dgrs gSaA

xkjks yksx] es?kky; ds orZeku xkjks fgYl esa ,d 
Lora= tutkfr ds :i esa vukfn dky ls jgrs vk jgs 
gSaA rksxu ,u- laxek dk tUe orZeku] iwohZ xkjks fgYl 
ftys ds lean xkao esa gqvk FkkA

rksxu vHkh ;qokoL‍Fkk esa gh Fks] tc vaxzstksa us xkjks 
fgYl ds cM+s fgLls ij dCtk dj fy;k vkSj xkjks fgYl 
fMfLVªDV ,DV 1869 ikfjr dj mls ,d ftyk ?kksf"kr dj 
fn;kA gkykafd] xkjks fgYl ds van:uh fgL‍lksa esa cls lkB 
ls vf/kd xkjks xkao ,sls Fks] tks rc Hkh Lora= FksA bU‍gha 
xkaoksa esa rksxu vkSj muds lkFkh fxYlkax nycksV laxek ds 
xkao lean vkSj nycksV&dydxzs Hkh 'kkfey FksA

rksxu] fxYlkax rFkk vU; Lora= uksdekvksa us mi;qD‍r 
ekSdk ns[kdj mu xkaoksa ls cnyk fy;k] ftU‍gksaus fczfV'k 
gqdwer ds vkxs gfFk;kj Mky fn, FksA blds ckn ,d vkSj 
egR‍oiw.kZ ?kVukØe esa] estj x‚Mfou v‚fLVu ds usr`Ro esa 
fczfV'k losZ ikVhZ ds lkFk vk, ,d [kyklh dks 1871 esa 
Lora= xkjks yksxksa us ekSr ds ?kkV mrkj fn;kA bl geys 
dks vaxzstksa us viuh lÙkk ds fy, pqukSrh ekuk vkSj viuk  
vkf/kiR‍;  L‍Fkkfir djus ds mís'‍; ls fczfV'k gqdwer us 
lHkh xkjks xkaoksa dks vius lkezkT‍; esa feykus dk fu.kZ; 
fy;kA bl ij rksxu] fxYlkax vkSj vU; uksdekvksa us 
viuh tku dh ijokg u djrs gq, Hkh bldk fojks/k djus 
dh 'kiFk yhA

fplksfcczk dh yM+kbZ esa] Lora= xkjks yksxksa us fczfV'k 

dSE‍i ij tksjnkj geyk cksykA mi;qD‍r gfFk;kjksa ds vHkko 
ds ckotwn] xkjks ;ks)kvksa us rjdhc fudkyh rFkk dsys ds 
ruksa ls fo'kky <kysa cukbZa] tksfd mU‍gsa xksfy;ksa ls cpk 
ldsaA fnlacj 1872 esa vn~Hkqr cgknqjh vkSj lkgl ds lkFk 
yM+rs gq, rksxu ,u- laxek us ohjxfr çkI‍r dhA

ik rksxu laxek dk uke f'kykax fLFkr 'kghn L‍raHk 
ij [kklh vkSj tSafr;k tutkfr ds 'kwjohjksa] ;w frjksV flax 
vkSj ;w fd;kax uksaxckg ds lkFk 'kku ls vafdr gSA

es?kky; ds bl egku ;ks)k dh ohjrk vkSj lkgl ds 
lE‍eku esa] jkT; ljdkj us loZJs"B lkekftd lsokvksa ds 
fy, ik rksxu laxek jkT; iqjLdkj dh 'kq:vkr dh gSA 
lkFk gh 12 fnlacj dks ik rksxu laxek dh iq.;frfFk ij 
çfro"kZ jktdh; vodk'k j[kk tkrk gSA

Mkd foHkkx] xkjks tutkfr ds egku uk;d ik rksxu 
laxek ij Lekjd Mkd&fVdV tkjh djrs gq, çlUurk 
dk vuqHko djrk gS] ftUgksaus xqfjYyk ;q) djds vaxzstksa ls 
yksgk fy;k vkSj vius yksxksa ds lEeku ds fy;s ;q) fd;kA
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