
100 Years of  
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh

The Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) was 
founded in Nagpur, Maharashtra, on 27 September 
1925 by Dr Keshav Baliram Hedgewar. This was a 
period of intense socio-political ferment in colonial 
India, marked by the freedom struggle and social 
reform movements. Conceived as a volunteer-
based organisation emphasising discipline, social 
responsibility, and cultural awareness, the RSS sought 
to foster civic engagement and national consciousness 
during the era of pre-independence awakening. RSS 
volunteers and their ideology inspired nationalist 
sentiments, promoted self-reliance, and encouraged 
civic engagement during that period.

The organisational framework of the RSS is 
centred on Shakhas, local assembly units where 
volunteers, or Swayamsevaks, participate in physical 
training, community interactions, prayers, and moral 
education. This decentralised structure facilitated rapid 
expansion from Nagpur across Maharashtra and later 
to other regions of India. Following Hedgewar’s death 
in 1940, leadership under Madhav Sadashiv Golwalkar 
strengthened its cadre-based model, while Balasaheb 
Deoras oversaw wider national expansion. Today, RSS 
shakhas operate across urban and rural India, drawing 
lakhs of regular participants from diverse age groups.

Over the decades, the RSS has nurtured a network of 
affiliated institutions engaged in education, health, and 
social service. The Vidya Bharati schools, Seva Bharati 
initiatives, and various youth, women, and farmer 
associations exemplify its civic outreach. RSS volunteers 
have played significant roles in disaster relief, literacy 

drives, healthcare camps, women’s empowerment 
programmes, and rural development efforts, reflecting 
widespread janbhagidari (mass participation) and 
reinforcing community cohesion.

The centenary of the RSS in 2025 marks a milestone 
in India’s civic history, underscoring the longevity of a 
volunteer-driven institution that has contributed to 
social service and nation-building. Its evolution from 
a local cultural initiative to a nationwide network 
highlights the role of voluntary organisations in 
shaping community life and supporting India’s socio-
political fabric over a century.

The Department of Posts is proud to release a 
commemorative postage stamp marking 100 years of 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh. This stamp celebrates 
the enduring legacy of the RSS in fostering community 
initiatives, promoting cultural awareness, and 
supporting nation-building across India. It serves as a 
tribute to the volunteers whose dedication has shaped 
social service, education, and civic engagement over the 
past century.
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jk"Vªh; Lo;alsod la?k ds 100 o"kZ

jk"Vªh; Lo;alsod la?k ¼vkj,l,l½ dh LFkkiuk  
27 flracj 1925 dks ukxiqj] egkjk"Vª esa M‚- ds'ko cfyjke 
gsMxsokj }kjk dh xbZA ;g dky[kaM vkSifuosf'kd Hkkjr esa 
Lora=rk laxzke vkSj lkekftd lq/kkj vkanksyuksa ls çsfjr 
xgu lkekftd&jktuhfrd mFky&iqFky dk dky[kaM FkkA 
vkj,l,l dh ladYiuk vuq'kklu] lkekftd mÙkjnkf;Ro vkSj 
lkaL—frd tkx:drk ij cy nsus okys Lo;alsod&vk/kkfjr 
laxBu ds :i esa dh xbZ FkhA vkj,l,l] Lora=rk&iwoZ çcks/ku ds 
;qx esa tu lgHkkfxrk vkSj jk"Vªh; psruk dks c<+kok nsus gsrq 
ç;kljr jgkA bl nkSjku la?k ds Lo;alsodksa us vius dk;ksaZ 
vkSj viuh fopkj/kkjk ds ek/;e ls jk"Vªokn] vkRefuHkZjrk vkSj 
tuHkkxhnkjh dks çksRlkfgr fd;kA

jk"Vªh; Lo;alsod la?k dk laxBukRed <k¡pk 'kk[kkvksa 
vFkkZr LFkkuh; lHkk bdkb;ksa ij dsafær gSA bu bdkb;ksa esa 
Lo;alsoh vFkok Lo;alsod 'kkjhfjd çf'k{k.k] lkeqnkf;d laokn] 
çkFkZuk vkSj uSfrd f'k{kk laca/kh dk;ZØeksa esa çfrHkkx djrs 
gSaA vkj,l,l dh bl fodsUæh—r lajpuk us mls ukxiqj ls 
ysdj leLr egkjk"Vª vkSj rRi'pkr lEiw.kZ Hkkjro"kZ ds vU; 
{ks=ksa esa rsth ls foLrkj djus esa enn dhA lu~ 1940 esa Jh 
gsMxsokj ds nsgkolku ds mijkar] vkj,l,l dk usr`Ro Jh 
ek/ko lnkf'ko xksyoydj ds gkFkksa esa vk;k] ftUgksaus laxBu 
ds laoxZ&vk/kkfjr e‚My dks lq–<+ djus ij cy fn;kA 
rRi'pkr] ckyklkgsc nsojl us ns'kHkj esa vkj,l,l ds O;kid 
foLrkj esa egRoiw.kZ Hkwfedk fuHkkbZA orZeku esa] vkj,l,l dh 
'kk[kk,¡ leLr 'kgjh vkSj xzkeh.k Hkkjr esa lapkfyr gksrh gSa] 
vkSj buesa fofHkUu vk;q oxksaZ ds yk[kksa çfrHkkxh fu;fer :i 
ls Hkkx ysrs gSaA

n'kdksa ls] vkj,l,l us f'k{kk] LokLF; vkSj lekt lsok 
ls tqM+s reke lac) laLFkkuksa dk ,d usVodZ fodflr fd;k 
gSA fo|k Hkkjrh Ldwy] lsok Hkkjrh igy vkSj ;qokvksa] efgykvksa 
rFkk fdlkuksa ls tqM+s fofHkUu vuq"kaxh laxBu vkj,l,l dh 

rduhdh vkadM+s
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ukxfjdksa rd O;kid igq¡p ds çeq[k mnkgj.k gSaA vkj,l,l 
ds Lo;alsodksa us vkink ekspu] lk{kjrk vfHk;kuksa] LokLF; 
f'kfojksa] efgyk l'kfädj.k dk;ZØeksa vkSj xzkeh.k fodkl ds 
{ks= esa egRoiw.kZ Hkwfedk fuHkkbZ gSA vkj,l,l ds ;s ç;kl] 
O;kid tu&Hkkxhnkjh vkSj lkekftd ,drk dks lq–<+ djus 
laca/kh mlds –f"Vdks.k dks çfrfcfEcr djrs gSaA

o"kZ 2025] vkj,l,l dk 'krkCnh o"kZ gSA ;g lekt lsok 
vkSj jk"Vª fuekZ.k esa ;ksxnku nsus okys bl Lo;alsoh laxBu ds 
nh?kkZ;q"; dks js[kkafdr djrk gS vkSj Hkkjr ds ukxfjd bfrgkl 
esa ,d egRoiw.kZ iM+ko gSA vkj,l,l ,d LFkkuh; lkaL—frd 
igy ds :i esa 'kq: gksdj vkt ,d jk"VªO;kih usVodZ cu 
pqdk gSA bldh ;g fodkl ;k=k] lkeqnkf;d thou dks vkdkj 
nsus esa Lo;alsoh laxBuksa dh Hkwfedk vkSj ,d lnh ls Hkh vf/kd 
le; ls Hkkjr ds lkekftd&jktuhfrd rkus&ckus dks etcwr 
djus esa bu laxBuksa ds ;ksxnku dks js[kkafdr djrk gSA

Mkd&foHkkx] jk"Vªh; Lo;alsod la?k ds 100 o"kZ iwjs gksus 
ds miy{; ij Lekjd Mkd fVdV tkjh djrs gq, xkSjo dk 
vuqHko djrk gSA ;g Mkd fVdV Hkkjr Hkj esa lkeqnkf;d 
igyksa esa lg;ksx djus] lkaL—frd tkx:drk c<+kus vkSj jk"Vª 
fuekZ.k esa ;ksxnku dh vkj,l,l dh fpjLFkk;h fojklr dks 
js[kkafdr djrk gSA ;g mu Lo;alsodksa ds çfr lEeku dk Hkh 
çrhd gS ftuds vVwV leiZ.k us xr 'krkCnh esa lekt lsok] f'k{kk 
vkSj tu lgHkkfxrk dks vkdkj nsus esa egRoiw.kZ Hkwfedk fuHkkbZ gSA

vkHkkj% 
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