Somnath Temple: 1000 Years of India’s
Unwavering Faith and Devotion

Somnath Temple has long been recognised
as a site of profound civilisational and spiritual
significance. Widely regarded as one of the earliest
centres of Shaivite worship, it finds mention in
ancient religious traditions, Puranic literature,
and enduring pilgrimage practices. Revered as
the first among the twelve Jyotirlinga shrines,
Somnath occupies a prominent place in India’s
sacred geography, attracting devotees from across
the country. Its location on the western coast also
placed it along historic maritime and trade routes,
enabling cultural exchange and integrating the
temple into broader networks of faith, learning,
and community life.

Historical accounts record that in 1026
CE, Mahmud of Ghazni led an expedition to
Somnath, during which the temple complex was
attacked and destroyed. Over the centuries, the
site witnessed repeated cycles of destruction and
reconstruction, supported by successive rulers,
patrons, and local communities. Reflecting on this
legacy, Swami Vivekananda, during his visit in the
1890s, described temples like Somnath as symbols
of India’s resilience, embodying a history of
regeneration and enduring faith. Despite repeated
episodes of damage, worship at the site continued
uninterrupted, and over successive centuries,
communities and custodians made sustained
efforts to restore the temple in various forms,
underscoring the enduring symbolic and cultural

significance attached to Somnath Temple.

Following Independence, the reconstruction of
the temple was undertaken by the Government of
India as a national initiative to preserve cultural
heritage. Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel played a pivotal
role in initiating this effort, working alongside K.
M. Munshi and other leaders. The restored temple
was inaugurated on 11 May 1951 by the then
President of India, Dr. Rajendra Prasad, symbolising
a renewed commitment to cultural continuity and
national identity.

The Department of Posts is pleased to release
a commemorative postage stamp on Somnath
Temple to mark 1000 years of resilience and
unbroken faith. This issuance honours the
profound historical, cultural, and spiritual heritage
of the Somnath Temple, which continues to stand
as a timeless emblem of resilience, faith, and
India's architectural excellence.
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