
Somnath Temple: 1000 Years of India’s 
Unwavering Faith and Devotion
Somnath Temple has long been recognised 

as a site of profound civilisational and spiritual 
significance. Widely regarded as one of the earliest 
centres of Shaivite worship, it finds mention in 
ancient religious traditions, Puranic literature, 
and enduring pilgrimage practices. Revered as 
the first among the twelve Jyotirlinga shrines, 
Somnath occupies a prominent place in India’s 
sacred geography, attracting devotees from across 
the country. Its location on the western coast also 
placed it along historic maritime and trade routes, 
enabling cultural exchange and integrating the 
temple into broader networks of faith, learning, 
and community life.

Historical accounts record that in 1026 
CE, Mahmud of Ghazni led an expedition to 
Somnath, during which the temple complex was 
attacked and destroyed. Over the centuries, the 
site witnessed repeated cycles of destruction and 
reconstruction, supported by successive rulers, 
patrons, and local communities. Reflecting on this 
legacy, Swami Vivekananda, during his visit in the 
1890s, described temples like Somnath as symbols 
of India’s resilience, embodying a history of 
regeneration and enduring faith. Despite repeated 
episodes of damage, worship at the site continued 
uninterrupted, and over successive centuries, 
communities and custodians made sustained 
efforts to restore the temple in various forms, 
underscoring the enduring symbolic and cultural 

significance attached to Somnath Temple.

Following Independence, the reconstruction of 
the temple was undertaken by the Government of 
India as a national initiative to preserve cultural 
heritage. Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel played a pivotal 
role in initiating this effort, working alongside K. 
M. Munshi and other leaders. The restored temple 
was inaugurated on 11 May 1951 by the then 
President of India, Dr. Rajendra Prasad, symbolising 
a renewed commitment to cultural continuity and 
national identity.

The Department of Posts is pleased to release 
a commemorative postage stamp on Somnath 
Temple to mark 1000 years of resilience and 
unbroken faith. This issuance honours the 
profound historical, cultural, and spiritual heritage 
of the Somnath Temple, which continues to stand 
as a timeless emblem of resilience, faith, and 
India's architectural excellence.
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lkseukFk eafnj% Hkkjr dh vVwV vkLFkk vkSj 
Hk�Dr ds 1000 o"kZ

lkseukFk eafnj] fpjdky ls Hkkjr dh le`)'kkyh 
lH;rk vkSj xgu vk/;kfRed fojklr dk dsaæ jgk gSA 'kSo 
n'kZu ds vkjafHkd dsaæksa esa ls ,d ds :i esa txr çfl)] 
bl eafnj dk mYys[k çkphu /kkfeZd xzaFkks a] ikSjkf.kd 
lkfgR; vkSj çkphu rhFkkZVu ijaijkvksa esa feyrk gSA ifo= 
Hkkjr Hkwfe ij fLFkr ckjg T;ksfrfyaZxksa esa çFke ds :i 
esa iwftr lkseukFk T;ksfrfyaZx dks /kkj.k djus okyk ;g 
eafnj ns'k ds lcls egRoiw.kZ rhFkZ LFkyksa esa ls ,d gS 
vkSj ns'kHkj ls vla[; J)kyqvksa dks vkdf"kZr djrk gSA 
Hkkjr ds if'peh rV ij çkphu leqæh vkSj O;kikfjd ekxZ 
esa fLFkr gksus ds dkj.k ;g eafnj] u dsoy lkaL—frd 
fofue;] Kku&foKku vkSj vkLFkk dk dsaæ jgk gS] cfYd 
vke tu&thou dk Hkh vfHkUu fgLlk jgk gSA

,sfrgkfld vfHkys[kksa ds vuqlkj] lu~ 1026 bZLoh 
esa] xtuh ds egewn us lkseukFk ij vkØe.k dj eafnj 
dks /oLr fd;k vkSj mlds ifjlj dks u"V&Hkz"V dj 
fn;kA dkykarj esa] ;g eafnj /oal vkSj iqufuZekZ.k ds dbZ 
pØksa ls xqtjkA blds iqufuZekZ.k esa ,d ds ckn ,d dbZ 
Hkkjrh; 'kkldksa] laj{kdksa vkSj LFkkuh; leqnk;ksa dk vlhe 
;ksxnku jgkA 1890 ds n'kd esa viuh ;k=k ds nkSjku] 
Lokeh foosdkuan us lkseukFk dh ,sfrgkfld fojklr ij 
fopkj çdV djrs gq,] lkseukFk tSls eafnjksa dks iqu#RFkku 
vkSj vVwV J)k dk çrhd crkrs gq,] bls Hkkjr dh 
fpjdkfydrk dk çek.k ?kksf"kr fd;kA mYys[kuh; gS fd 
eafnj ifjlj dks ckj&ckj u"V fd, tkus ds ckotwn] ;gka 
iwtk&vpZuk fuckZ/k :i ls tkjh jgh] vkSj vkus okyh gj 
lnh esa] vketuksa rFkk laj{kdksa }kjk bl ifo= eafnj dks 

vyx&vyx Lo:i esa v{kq..k j[kus ds fy, fujarj ç;kl 
fd, x,A ;s ç;kl] lkseukFk eafnj ds 'kk'or çrhdkRed 
vkSj lkaL—frd egRo dks js[kkafdr djrs gSaA

Lora=rk çkfIr ds i'pkr~] ns'k dh lkaL—frd fojklr 
dks lajf{kr djus dh jk"Vªh; igy ds rgr Hkkjr ljdkj 
}kjk lkseukFk eafnj dk iqufuZekZ.k fd;k x;kA iqufuZekZ.k 
ds bl ç;kl dks okLrfodrk ds /kjkry ij mrkjus esa 
ljnkj oYyHkHkkbZ iVsy us ds ,e eqa'kh rFkk vU; x.kekU; 
O;fä;ksa ds lkFk feydj egRoiw.kZ Hkwfedk fuHkkbZA bl 
iqufuZfeZr eafnj dk mn~?kkVu 11 ebZ 1951 dks Hkkjr ds 
rRdkyhu jk"Vªifr M‚- jktsaæ çlkn }kjk fd;k x;k vkSj 
;g Hkkjr ds lkaL—frd lkrR; rFkk jk"Vªh; igpku ds 
çfr ns'k dh vVwV çfrc)rk ds çrhd ds :i esa mHkjkA

Hkkjrh; Mkd foHkkx lkseukFk eafnj dh –<+rk vkSj 
vVwV vkLFkk ds 1000 o"kZ iwjs gksus ds miy{; esa ,d 
Lekjd Mkd fVdV tkjh djrs gq, çlUurk dk vuqHko 
djrk gSA ;g lkseukFk eafnj dh xgu ,sfrgkfld]  
lkaL—frd vkSj vk/;kfRed fojklr dk lEeku djrk gS] 
tks –<+rk] vkLFkk vkSj Hkkjr dh okLrqf'kYi mR—"Vrk ds 
,d dkykrhr çrhd ds :i esa [kM+k gSA 
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