
Supreme Court of India - 75 Years
By the start of the 18th century, judicial administration in the 

three presidency towns was poised for significant transformation, 
including the establishment of a formal court hierarchy and the 
setting up of the Supreme Court of Judicature in 1823. Subsequently, 
the Indian High Courts Act of 1861 led to the creation of three High 
Courts in Calcutta, Bombay, and Madras in 1862. Each court has made 
its mark on the legal history of India, producing prominent lawyers 
and judges and establishing precedents foundational to the common 
law system in the country.

During the first session of the Indian Round Table Conference 
in London in November 1930, a pivotal announcement was made by 
representatives of the Indian States. They declared their readiness 
to federate with British India, provided the proposed federation 
remained free from British control. Lord Chancellor Lord Sankey 
emphasized that a Federal Court was essential in a federal system 
of government.

The second session of the conference saw the federal structure 
committee submits its Third Report, which included provisions for 
establishing a Federal Court. The Government of India Act of 1935 
consequently set up a Federal Court with original and appellate 
jurisdiction, extending its authority over disputes involving the 
Provinces and the Provincial High Courts, aimed at reducing Indian 
appeals to the Privy Council by shifting them to an indigenous 
appellate court.

The Constituent Assembly of India was formed in 1946 by the 
British Cabinet Mission Plan, outlining the assembly’s functions and 
structure. Following India’s independence on 15 August 1947, the 
Abolition of Privy Council Jurisdiction Bill was introduced in 1949. 
During discussions, Shri Alladi Krishnaswami Ayyar expressed hope 
that both the Federal Court and the Supreme Court would develop 
jurisprudence that reflected the ethos of the Indian people.

The Supreme Court of India was established on 28 January 
1950, two days after India became a Sovereign Democratic Republic. 
The inaugural ceremony took place in the Chamber of Princes in the 
Parliament building, the Federal Court’s home from 1937 to 1950. The 
Court later moved to its present building in 1958, which is designed 
to symbolize the scales of justice. The Central Wing represents the 
Centre Beam of the Scales, with two new wings added in 1979. There 
are now 19 courtrooms across these wings.

Initially, the Constitution of 1950 envisaged a Supreme Court 
with a Chief Justice and 7 puisne Judges, with the provision for 
Parliament to increase this number. Over the years, as case backlogs 
accumulated, the number of Judges has been increased periodically, 

with the current strength at 34. Judges now typically sit in smaller 
Benches, except in matters of constitutional importance where 
larger Benches are convened.

The Supreme Court of India includes the Chief Justice and up to 
33 other Judges, appointed by the President. Judges retire at the age 
of 65. To be appointed, a candidate must be a citizen of India with 
at least five years as a High Court Judge or ten years as a High Court 
Advocate, or be recognized as a distinguished jurist by the President. 
The independence of the Judges is protected by the Constitution, 
which stipulates that a Supreme Court Judge can only be removed by 
a presidential order following a parliamentary majority.

The Supreme Court has original, appellate, and advisory 
jurisdiction. Its exclusive original jurisdiction covers disputes 
involving the Government of India and the States, or among States 
themselves, especially if these disputes involve legal rights. The 
Supreme Court also has extensive appellate jurisdiction over civil 
and criminal cases from High Courts and can grant special leave 
to appeal under Article 136. Its advisory jurisdiction allows it to 
consider matters referred by the President under Article 143.

Public Interest Litigation (PIL) is a unique aspect of the 
Supreme Court, allowing any individual or group to bring matters 
of public interest directly to the court. The concept has led to many 
landmark cases. Additionally, provisions for legal aid are available 
for those unable to afford legal representation, ensuring access to 
justice.

The Supreme Court has original, appellate, and advisory 
jurisdiction. Its exclusive original jurisdiction extends to any dispute 
between the Government of India and one or more States or between 
the Government of India and any State or States on one side and one 
or more States on the other or between two or more States, if and 
insofar as the dispute involves any question (whether of law or fact) 
on which the existence or extent of a legal right depends. In addition, 
Article 32 of the Constitution gives extensive original jurisdiction to 
the Supreme Court in regard to enforcement of Fundamental Rights.

Department of Posts is proud to issue a Commemorative 
Postage Stamp on the Supreme Court of India and its contribution in 
the Indian judicial system, shaping the legal landscape of the nation 
while upholding the rule of law and the rights of its citizens.
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Hkkjr dk loksZPp U;k;ky;&75 o"kZ
18oha 'krkCnh ds vkjaHk esa] rRdkyhu rhu çsflMsalh {ks=ksa ds fof/kd ç'kklfud 

ra= esa egRoiw.kZ ifjorZu vkdkj ys jgs FksA blesa U;k;ky;ksa dk vkSipkfjd inkuqØe 
vkSj 1823 esa loksZPp U;k;ky; dh LFkkiuk dk dk;Z 'kkfey FkkA rRi'pkr] o"kZ 
1861 ds Hkkjrh; mPp U;k;ky; vf/kfu;e ds rgr] o"kZ 1862 esa dydÙkk] cEcbZ 
vkSj eækl esa rhu mPp U;k;ky;ksa dk xBu fd;k x;kA blesa ls çR;sd U;k;ky; 
us Hkkjr ds fof/kd bfrgkl ij viuh vfeV Nki NksM+h gSA bu U;k;ky;ksa us vusd 
çfrf"Br vf/koäk vkSj U;k;k/kh'k fn, gSa rFkk ns'k dh leku fof/kd ç.kkyh ds fy, 
vk/kkjHkwr –"Vkar LFkkfir fd, gSaA

uoacj] 1930 esa yanu esa Hkkjrh; xksyest lEesyu ds igys l= ds nkSjku] 
Hkkjrh; jkT;ksa ds çfrfuf/k;ksa }kjk ,d egRoiw.kZ ?kks"k.kk dh xbZA mUgksaus fczfV'k 
bafM;k ds lkFk ,d la?k dh LFkkiuk ij viuh lgefr O;ä dh c'krsZ fd og 
çLrkfor la?k] fczfV'k fu;a=.k ls eqä jgsA y‚MZ pkalyj y‚MZ lsadh us bl ckr 
ij tksj fn;k fd la?kh; 'kklu ç.kkyh ds varxZr la?kh; ¼QsMjy½ U;k;ky; dk 
gksuk vR;ko';d gSA

lEesyu ds nwljs l= esa la?kh; lajpuk lfefr us viuh rhljh fjiksVZ çLrqr 
dh] ftlesa la?kh; U;k;ky; dh LFkkiuk ls lacaf/kr çko/kku 'kkfey FksA blds 
ifj.kkeLo:i] o"kZ  1935 ds Hkkjr ljdkj vf/kfu;e ds rgr] ewy vkSj vihyh; 
U;k;kf/kdkj okys ,d la?kh; U;k;ky; dk xBu fd;k x;k vkSj çkarksa ,oa çkarh; 
mPp U;k;ky;ksa ls tqM+s fooknksa dks blds vf/kdkj {ks= esa 'kkfey fd;k x;kA 
bldk mís'; Hkkjrh; vihyksa dks Lons'kh vihyh; U;k;ky; esa LFkkukarfjr dj fçoh 
dkmafly esa igqapus okyh vihyksa dh la[;k dks de djuk FkkA 

o"kZ 1946 esa fczfV'k dSfcusV fe'ku ;kstuk ds rgr Hkkjr dh lafo/kku lHkk dk 
xBu  fd;k x;kA lkFk gh lafo/kku lHkk ds dk;ksaZ vkSj mldh lajpuk dh :ijs[kk 
Hkh çLrqr dh xbZ FkhA 15 vxLr] 1947 dks Hkkjr ds vktkn gksus ds ckn] o"kZ 1949 
esa] fçoh dkmafly vf/kdkj {ks= mUewyu fo/ks;d is'k fd;k x;kA bl ij ppkZ ds 
nkSjku] Jh vYyknh —".kLokeh v¸;j us vk'kk O;ä dh] fd la?kh; U;k;ky; vkSj 
loksZPp U;k;ky; nksuksa gh] ,d ,slk U;k;'kkL= fodflr djsaxs tks Hkkjrh; yksdkpkj 
dks çfrfcafcr djus okyk gksxkA

Hkkjr ds loksZPp U;k;ky; dh LFkkiuk] Hkkjr ds laçHkq yksdrkaf=d x.kjkT; 
cuus ds nks fnu ckn vFkkZr 28 tuojh 1950 dks gqbZA bldk mn~?kkVu lekjksg 
laln Hkou ds ^pSacj v‚Q fçalsl* esa gqvk FkkA o"kZ 1937 ls 1950 rd la?kh; 
U;k;ky; blh pSacj esa LFkkfir FkkA rRi'pkr] o"kZ 1958 esa loksZPp U;k;ky; dks 
mlds ekStwnk Hkou esa LFkkukarfjr dj fn;k x;kA bl Hkou dks U;k; ds rjktw ds 
çrhd dh rjg fMtkbu fd;k x;k gSA bldk lsaVªy foax] rjktw ds lsaVj che dks 
n'kkZrk gSA o"kZ 1979 esa bl Hkou esa nks u, foax tksM+s x,A vc bu foaXl esa dqy 
19 U;k;ky; d{k ¼dksVZ :e½ ekStwn gSaA

vkjaHk esa] o"kZ 1950 esa ikfjr lafo/kku esa ,d eq[; U;k;k/kh'k vkSj 7 voj 
U;k;k/kh'kksa okys loksZPp U;k;ky; dh ifjdYiuk dh xbZ Fkh] ftlesa laln }kjk bl 
la[;k dks c<+k, tk ldus laca/kh çko/kku 'kkfey FkkA le; ds lkFk&lkFk] tSls&tSls 
yafcr ekeyksa dh la[;k c<+rh xbZ] U;k;k/kh'kksa dh la[;k esa Hkh le;&le; ij 
c<+ksrjh dh xbZA orZeku esa] loksZPp U;k;ky;ksa esa U;k;k/kh'kksa dh dqy la[;k 34 gSA 
laoS/kkfud egRo ds ekeys] ftuesa c`gn~ ihB xfBr dh tkrh gSa( dks NksM+dj] 
U;k;k/kh'k vc çk;% NksVh&NksVh ihBksa ds ek/;e ls U;k;fu.kZ;u djrs gSaA

Hkkjr ds loksZPp U;k;ky; esa eq[; U;k;k/kh'k ds lkFk&lkFk 33 vU; U;k;k/kh'k 
gSa] ftudh fu;qfä jk"Vªifr }kjk dh tkrh gSA U;k;k/kh'kksa dh  lsokfuo`fÙk dh vk;q 
65 o"kZ gSA loksZPp U;k;ky; esa U;k;k/kh'k ds :i esa fu;qfä gsrq] vH;FkhZ Hkkjr dk 
ukxfjd gksuk pkfg, vkSj mls mPp U;k;ky; ds U;k;k/kh'k ds :i esa U;wure ik¡p 
o"kZ vFkok mPp U;k;ky; ds vf/koäk ds :i esa nl o"kZ dk vuqHko gksuk pkfg,] 
;k mls jk"Vªifr }kjk çfrf"Br U;k;fon ds :i esa ekU;rk çkIr gksuk pkfg,A 
U;k;k/kh'kks a dh Lora=rk lafo/kku }kjk lajf{kr gS] ftlds varxZr ;g çko/kku 
fd;k x;k gS fd loksZPp U;k;ky; ds U;k;k/kh'k dks laln esa cgqer ls fu.kZ; ysdj 
jk"Vªifr ds vkns'k }kjk gh gVk;k tk ldrk gSA

loksZPp U;k;ky; dks ewy] vihyh; vkSj ijke'khZ U;k;kf/kdkj çkIr gSA Hkkjr 
ljdkj vkSj jkT;ksa] vFkok jkT;ksa ds chp ds vkilh fookn loksZPp U;k;ky; ds 
vuU; ewy U;k;kf/kdkj ds varxZr vkrs gSa] fo'ks"kdj rc tcfd ;s fookn fof/kd 
vf/kdkjksa ls tqM+s gq, gksaA loksZPp U;k;ky; ds ikl mPp U;k;ky;ksa ds nhokuh vkSj 
nkafMd ekeyksa ij O;kid vihyh; U;k;kf/kdkj Hkh gSa vkSj og] vuqPNsn 136 ds 
rgr vihy djus gsrq fo'ks"k vuqefr ns ldrk gSA loksZPp U;k;ky; dk ijke'khZ 
U;k;kf/kdkj mls vuqPNsn 143 ds rgr jk"Vªifr }kjk lanfHkZr ekeyksa ij fopkj 
djus dh vuqefr nsrk gSA

tufgr ;kfpdk ¼ihvkbZ,y½ loksZPp U;k;ky; dk ,d vR;ar egRoiw.kZ igyw 
gS] tks fdlh Hkh O;fä ;k lewg dks tufgr ds ekeyksa dks lh/ks loksZPp U;k;ky; ds 
le{k çLrqr djus dh vuqefr nsrk gSA ihvkbZ,y dh bl O;oLFkk ds varxZr dbZ 
,sfrgkfld ekeyksa dk U;k;fu.kZ;u fd;k x;k gSA blds vykok] fof/kd lsokvksa dk 
[kpZ ogu djus esa vleFkZ O;fä;ksa dks fu'kqYd fof/kd lgk;rk çnku dh tkrh gS 
rkfd lHkh O;fä;ksa ds fy, U;k; dh lqyHkrk lqfuf'pr dh tk ldsA

vafre vihyh; çkf/kdj.k gksus ds ukrs] loksZPp U;k;ky; ns'kHkj esa U;kf;d 
O;k[;k dh ,d:irk lqfuf'pr djrk gSA blds vykok] loksZPp U;k;ky; 
ijke'kZdkjh fudk; gksus ds ukrs egRoiw.kZ fof/kd vFkok tufgr ds ekeyksa esa 
jk"Vªifr dks xSj&ck/;dkjh lykg çnku djrk gSA ;g Hkh /;ku nsus ;ksX; gS fd 
lafo/kku dk vuqPNsn 32 loksZPp U;k;ky; dks ekSfyd vf/kdkjksa ds çorZu ds laca/k 
es a vuU; U;k;kf/kdkj çnku djrk gSA vr% dksbZ Hkh O;fä vius ekSfyd 
vf/kdkjks a ds mYya?ku ds ekeys esa lh/ks loksZPp U;k;ky; ls U;k; ekax ldrk 
gSA loksZPp U;k;ky; dh ;s fofo/k Hkwfedk,¡] ns'k esa fof/k lEer 'kklu cuk, j[kus 
vkSj O;fäxr Lora=rk dh j{kk djus esa bl U;k;ky; dh egRoiw.kZ Hkwfedk dks 
js[kkafdr djrh gSaA 

Mkd foHkkx] Hkkjr ds loksZPp U;k;ky; ij Lekjd Mkd&fVdV tkjh djrs 
gq, xoZ dk vuqHko djrk gSA Hkkjrh; U;k; ç.kkyh esa lokZsPp U;k;ky; ds ;ksxnku 
ds lkFk&lkFk Hkkjr esa fof/k lEer 'kklu ,oa ukxfjdksa ds vf/kdkjksa dks cuk, 
j[krs gq, ns'k ds fof/kd ifj–'; dks vkdkj nsus esa bldh egrh Hkwfedk ds çfr 
lEeku çdV djrk gSA
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