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Viswanatha Satyanarayana (10 September 1895 -
18 October 1976): Sri Viswanatha Satyanarayana,
acclaimed by the learned as Kavi Samrat (Emperor of Poets)
is a legend in the Telugu States. He was born in a traditional
family to father Sobhanadri and mother Parvathi on 10
September 1895 in a small village, Nandamuru in Krishna
District, Andhra Pradesh. He was highly learned in classics
like the Mahabharahta, Bhagavatha and Ramayana Sanskrit
and Telugu and had masterly grasp of the works of Kalidasa,
Bhavabhooti, Bharavi, Bhartruhari. He had mastery over
Sanskrit, Telugu and English all of which he taught in several
colleges during his career as a lecturer. He wrote profusely:
30 Kavays; 20 plays; 60 novels; 10 literary criticisms; 200
khanda kavyas ; 35 short stories ; 70 essays; 50 radio plays ;
3 play- lets; 10 essays in English ; 10 works in Sanskrit; 3
translations; 100 introductions and forewords as well as
radio talks ; some of his poems and novels have been
translated into English, Hindi, Tamil, Malayalam, Urdu and
Sanskrit.

His most celebrated works are Srimad Ramayana
Kalpavruksham and Veyi Padagalu translated from Telugu
into Hindi by the former Prime Minister Sri P V Narasimha
Rao as Sahasra Phani. Plays among which the most famous
are: Nartanasala, Shivaji - Roshanara (a historic play); Vena
Raju, literary criticisms like Shakunalamu Yokka
Abhignanatha; Sitayascharitam Mahat; Sahitya Surabham
etc.

Tarigonda Vengamamba (20 April 1730 - 21 Aug
1817): Vengamamba was born in the village Tarigonda over
100 kms from the famous temple town Tirumala in the Chittoor
district of Andhra Pradesh on the 20th April 1730. From her
childhood she used to visit the Narasimhaswamy temple in
the village. From her mother she learned many hymns and
devotional songs, the rendering of which she spent most of
hertime.

She was married at age eight. When she was to join
her husband, she told him that she considered Lord Balaji
(Venkateswara) as her husband and no one else. A few days
afterwards that man died. She refused to consider herself as
awidow and continued to dress as a married woman.

Instructed by Acharya Subrahmanyudu she became
a Yogini. She moved to Tirumala where she was welcomed by
the priests and descendants of another great bhakta,
Annamayya. Her reputation as a Yogini preceded her arrival in
Tirumala Tirupati.

Vengamamba did not go to any school; neither was
she taught by any teacher. She became a great poetess. She
composed a variety of devotional literature such as Vishnu
Parijatham, Chenchu Natakam, Rukmini Natakam, Jala Krida
Vilasam and Mukthi Kanthi Vilasam (all Yaksha Ganams),
Gopi Natakam (Golla Kalapam-Yakshaganam), Rama
Parinayam, Sri Bhagavatham, Sri Krishna Manjari, Tatva
Keerthanalu and Vashista Ramayanam (Dwipada), Sri
Venkataachala Mahatyam (Padya Prabhandam) and
Ashtanga Yoga,Saram (Padyakruthi). Her literary works of
many varieties were inscribed on thousands of palm-leaves.
Vengamamba gave up her mortal remains in a Deeksha on 21
Aug 1817.

Aatukuri (Kummari) Molla (1440 - 1530): Poetess
Aatukuri Molla (Molla means Jasmine in Telugu) was born
(13-03-1440) in village Gopavaram, Kaluvayi Mandalam of
Nellore districtin Andhra Pradesh.

For generations, Molla's ancestors were Siva
Bhaktas, devotees of Siva, (also known as Mallanna, in the
Telugu lands). Molla was not schooled and tutored in the
traditional way. Her literary talent is described as Sahaja
Panditya, a gift from Srikantha Malleswara Swamy. Although
from a family of traditional Siva bhaktas, Molla revered Sri
Rama, one of Vishnu's avataras (incarnation) in an equal
measure.

Molla's Ramayana in Telugu is very popular among
the masses because, it is in simple and beautiful language.
Molla's Ramayana contains a little over 870 poems and prose.
She expanded those events in Rama's life which concern
ordinary people in their daily life, in their trials and tribulations;
in their triumphs and failures; in their pleasures and pains.
Molla was the first woman poet who wrote a Ramayana in
Telugu. Molla's literary merit was held by the scholars of that
time as precious and as meritorious as that of the most
learned and accomplished and decorated poets. A statue was
raised for her in Kadapa town in A.P. There is a temple,
dedicated to Molla in Guntur town of Andhra Pradesh. Amovie
was produced about her and her Ramayana. She passed
away in 1530.
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